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HAMPSHIRE 


Committee interested in students returning 


By Peter Spotts 


The Hampshire Regional 
School Committee, by a 
majority vote, approved sup- 
port for the district’s work 
toward bringing all students 
from seventh grade through 
the senior class back on 
a half-day hybrid model 
when it is safe to do so. The 
approval came following a 
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lengthy discussion at its 
meeting on Thursday, Oct. 
15; 

The ultimate decision 
was to not put a specif- 
ic timeframe requirement 
on when the transition will 
begin, but the commit- 
tee passed the responsibil- 
ity onto administration to 
determine when it is safe to 
do so once several issues, 


including concerns about the 
HVAC system and transpor- 
tation, can be addressed. 
“They understand the 
direction we want to go in, 
but they will work out the 
particulars,” said Trish 
Colson-Montgomery, a com- 
mittee representative from 
Chesterfield. “It gives them 
some flexibility in terms of 
time, so the HVAC is com- 
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plete, but they know the 
direction we want them to be 
heading.” 

There were six different 
options on the table during 
discussions, but Principal 
Kristin Smidy made it clear 
she was against any of the 
scenarios that required a 
schedule change mid-year, 
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The Huntington Scarecrow Tour featured a variety of creative displays across the town this weekend. 
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Submitted photos by Vicki Mayhew and Sharon Heath 





GATEWAY 


students returning to school by end of month 


By Shelby Macri 


The Gateway Regional 
School Committee meeting 
discussed the return of stu- 
dents to school physically 
within a couple of weeks. 
The school has been hybrid 
for seventh and eighth grad- 
ers, and the staff feels they 
are ready to welcome the 
High School students back. 

The Middle School stu- 
dents returned on Oct. 15 


and feel that a hybrid model 
will work well at this point 
in the semester. The High 
School will be welcoming 
grades nine through 12 back 
at the school, in a hybrid 
model on Thursday, Oct. 29, 
with students from Chester, 
Huntington, and Middlefield 
coming in on Monday and 
Tuesday, everyone remote 
on Wednesday, and stu- 
dents from Blandford, 
Montgomery, and Russell 


coming in on Thursday and 
Friday. 

Student Council 
Representative Brian Forgue 
spoke to the committee 
about online learning going 
well so far in the semester. 
Forgue also said students 
are excited to be going back 
to school in person in the 
coming weeks. Students are 
also excited for the club fair 
that’s coming up, which will 
be held online, and students 


will meet with clubs and 
their advisors virtually. 
Welcoming students 
back to school in a hybrid 
model is the next step, and 
there is currently no plan to 
return to fully to in-person 
learning. Principal Jason 
Finnie said there’s no spe- 
cific plan yet, and they will 
be monitoring the hybrid 
model to see how the sit- 
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CHESTER 


STM convenes 
Monday, Oct. 26 


By Peter Spotts 


Nine articles are on the warrant for 
the special town meeting scheduled for 
Monday, Oct. 26, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Chester Town Hall, including several 
tax and impact fee votes. 

Article 1 requires a majority vote 
to approve the imposition of a local 
excise tax of no more than 6% for the 
rent of a room in a bed and breakfast, 
hotel, lodging house, short-term rental, 
or motel. 

Article 2 is a vote for the imposi- 
tion of an impact fee of no more than 
3% of the total amount of rent for the 
transfer of occupancy of a profes- 
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HUNTINGTON 


Town Halloween 
events cancelled 


By Peter Spotts 


The Selectboard will not make any 
motion to cancel Halloween, but the 
town will not sponsor any Halloween 
events following a discussion about the 
potential concerns during their meeting 
on Oct. 14. 

In past years, the town would 
sponsor the rag shag parade and trunk- 
or-treat, both of which will not take 
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BLANDFORD 


Future police chiet 
status discussed 


By Mary Kronholm 


The Selectboard held a joint meet- 
ing with members of the Chester Select 
Board regarding shared police services 
and a search for a new police chief. 
Chief Dan IInicky resigned effective 
June 30, 2021. 

Chief [nicky addressed the boards 
telling them that he believes the shared 
services are “going well” and that the 
new, second police cruiser may arrive 
in time for Halloween. “The production 
(of cruisers) through Ford Motor was 
backlogged” due to COVID-19, but the 
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Left, Bella LeBarron shares her support for domestic violence victims. Right, Lindsey 


Maxwell made a flag of peace. 
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Submitted photos 


Flags for Domestic Violence month 


This month, in honor of domestic 
violence awareness month, the Country 
Journal will be publishing photos from 
this year’s Virtual Prayer Flag Project, 
created by the Hilltown Domestic 
Violence Interfaith Initiative, each week 
in October. 

This week’s flags were made by 


Bella LeBarron and Lindsey Maxwell. 
The project was supported by the 
Southern Hilltown Domestic Violence 
Task Force and can be viewed online 
at www. youtube.com/watch?v=HjLT- 
wmlyVaQ. The Flag Project is just one 
of many efforts in the hilltowns aimed at 
preventing and ending domestic violence. 


What's Nw with You? 


SEND US YOUR NEWS & PHOTOS 
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Hilitown Holiday Help 
looking for donors 


For more than 20 years local fam- 
ilies have received help with gifts for 
their children through a community 
project called Hilltown Holiday Help. 
Children of families with low to mod- 
erate income in the hilltowns are eli- 
gible to receive clothing, books and 
toys. 

This effort is organized by the 
Hilltown Family Center and Hilltown 
Social Services programs in conjunc- 
tion with the National Honor Society 
with contributions from other organi- 
zations and individuals throughout the 
hilltowns and beyond. Last year, we 
were able to provide gifts for 96 chil- 
dren from 52 families. This year, we 
expect an even higher need as the eco- 
nomic effects of the pandemic have 
had a great impact on local families. 

Holiday Help is currently look- 
ing for donors. This is a communi- 
ty effort. Local businesses, schools, 
churches, organizations, and area res- 
idents are invited to help with fund- 
raising and shopping to provide gifts 
to someone in need in local commu- 
nities. Hilltown Holiday Help has also 
found recipients for holiday meals, 
cords of wood, help with utility bills, 
gift cards, gifts for teens and adults, 
and other items when provided. 

This year, the operation will 
be a little different for the safe- 
ty of families, students, donors, and 


SCHOOLS & YOUTH 


staff. For families in need, wish lists 
will be available through Hilltown 
Community Center staff from 
Monday, Nov. 2 through Monday, 
Nov. 30 via telephone, email, mail, or 
Zoom, or at select locations through- 
out the hilltowns. Families with chil- 
dren from newborns through the age 
of 12 may be eligible. Proof of resi- 
dency and birth certificates or social 
security cards for children. Gifts will 
be distributed on Thursday, Dec. 10, 
through contactless curbside pickup or 
delivery. 

For donors, please arrange for a 
drop off time with staff or send mon- 
etary donations to the Attention of 
Kim Savery c/o HCHC Finance Office 
at 58 Old North Road, Worthington, 
MA 01098, with checks made out to 
Hilltown Community Health Centers 
and Holiday Help in the memo. 

If someone is unable to commit to 
becoming a sponsor this year, please 
look for the National Honor Society’s 
fundraiser or consider donating 
money or volunteering to deliver — 
a great opportunity for someone to 
channel their inner Santa. 

If someone’s interested in donat- 
ing or have questions, please contact 
Susan at 413-667-2203, ext. 311 and 
slebarron@hchcweb.org, or Kim at 
413-685-3500 and ksavery @hchcweb. 
org. 





STUDENTS 


for both students and staff. Committee 
members also had reservations about 
options that involved bringing all stu- 
dents back for a full day physically in 
the building. 

“There are a number of serious 
logistical and financial considerations 
around a return to full,’ Chairman 
Margaret Larson said. “The most obvi- 
ous one is being able to maintain spac- 
ing guidelines in the classrooms as 
well as in the hallways. The buses are a 
major concern...we would have to have 
a completely duplicate set of buses pick- 
ing up kids or we’d have to do double 
routes.” 

Interim Superintendent Michael 
Sullivan added, “I would like to make 
sure our schools maintain the six feet of 
physical or social distancing for the vast 
majority of the students’ day. I’m not 
comfortable having less than six feet of 
spacing in classrooms.”. 

A survey sent to parents and stu- 
dents yielded more than 70% of both 
groups wanting to return to school full- 
time, if it’s possible. There was also 
more than 82% of students who were 
happy with keeping the current learning 
schedule. Teachers were very comfort- 
able with the current model, but less 
than half felt comfortable with full day 
hybrid model. The two options teachers 


SCHOOL 


uation develops. Those returning to 
school only need to worry about being 
there on their assigned days and tuning 
in remotely on Wednesdays. 

Though the students will be able 
to connect by returning to in-person 
learning, the school committee still dis- 
cussed ways to bring the communi- 
ty together in a safe way outside of 
classes. The school was unable to hold 
a fundraiser due to COVID-19; staff 
are planning to have a trivia night, but 


supported most is staying as is or going 
fully remote. 

Committee members were split 
between Option A, which would keep 
the current schedule, and Option B, the 
half day hybrid model. By approving a 
transition to Option B when administra- 
tion deems it safe, the committee is able 
to keep students and staff comfortable in 
the current system and lay the path for- 
ward into the future with a goal to work 
towards. 

“I think the consistency is huge. 
I also worry that going into the holi- 
days, you’re going to see students and 
families gather and travel more,” said 
Stacy Tower in the Zoom chat. “It seems 
ill-advised to bring students in now and 
then have Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
As a parent, it feels much smarter to 
wait until after January | to begin to 
phase back in, especially as state num- 
bers steadily climb.” 

Committee member Carl Schlerman 
from Williamsburg echoed similar sen- 
timents, noting that there are other dis- 
eases and seasonal illnesses like the flu 
in addition to COVID-19 that can still 
be problematic and the school should 
be cautious about rushing more peo- 
ple back into the building. Sarah 
Christiansen, another Williamsburg rep- 
resentative on the committee, added her 


that won’t be held until May. They 
are trying to think of ways to bring 
the community together amid the pan- 
demic and are still hopeful to do some 
sort of group activity in the future. A 
group has thought of different ideas 
that they’d like to see come to fruition, 
along with the trivia night, that will 
not only be fun, but also a way to raise 
money. 

The committee also discussed 
the continued the discussion of the 


personal experience to the conversation. 

“T had Covid and there was a 
moment where I didn’t know if could 
breathe. It’s one of the scariest moments 
I’ve had,” she said. “I know this issue 
can be polarizing and it can be one of 
those issues where people have very dif- 
ferent views...I don’t want to experience 
it again or have it in [my] community.” 

Other committee and community 
members pointed out there are issues 
with the current asynchronous model 
that need to be improved while the 
school works on transitioning to more 
in-person learning later this year. 

“I’m concerned about how asyn- 
chronous may be working for some kids 
and is creating a deeper divide among 
those kids who don’t,’ Christiansen said. 
“The only recommendation I would 
affirm is trying to find a more struc- 
tured way to have asynchronous work- 
ing for the kids who are falling through 
the cracks.” 

“If we stayed in a fully remote/ 
hybrid model as it is now, my request 
as a teacher and parent would be for a 
little more online synchronous learning 
because that’s what I think the students 
need,” Ninth Grade Special Education 
Teacher Tara Winters said. 

One of the key factors for deter- 
mining when to bring kids back will be 


Superintendent search, and a subcom- 
mittee was able to create a draft of 
the job description. There previously 
were no job descriptions on file, so 
the group has looked at other districts’ 
Superintendent job descriptions, and 
have also pinpointed what they think 
are the most important perimeters for 
the job. They also included an introduc- 
tion to Gateway to help whoever takes 
over the position. 

There will be a public hearing in 
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when the HVAC system 1s repaired to 
improve the air flow within the building. 
Repairs on are on schedule to be fin- 
ished by Nov. 13. 

“Each classroom has a univent that 
cycles in fresh air from outside and then 
recirculates air through a filter as well as 
regulates temperature. Each classroom is 
on a separate univent, so there is no air 
flow between classes,” Smidy explained. 
“Each univent also has a mechanical 
system inside that communicates with a 
master control panel. The master control 
panel should be able to communicate 
with each classroom to regulate the heat 
and the air flow.” 

The issue the school has had is the 
mechanical system is not communicat- 
ing properly with master control. It’s 
been on the capital plan for the past six 
years. 

“Basically, the work being done is 
to replace the mechanical system in each 
of the univents and upgrade the mas- 
ter control panel,” Smidy said. “Right 
now, the control panel will say that each 
classroom is 67 degrees when in reality, 
the temperatures range from 58 to 79 
degrees. The new mechanical system 
in each univent will allow the master 
control panel to actually regulate the 
temperature and air flow for each class- 
room.” 
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two weeks to gather input from the 
public and add more to the job descrip- 
tion if needed. The committee wanted 
to make sure that they had the thoughts 
of the community along with the 
thoughts from school members. The 
subcommittee feels they are making 
good headway in creating the position 
and are on track in terms of time. After 
the job description is finalized it will be 
sent out and advertised, and the search 
for a new superintendent will continue. 
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NORWICH HILL 


The First Congregational Church of 
Huntington reminds everyone that even 
though our physical doors are closed until 
further notice, we are most definitely 
open for worship, praise, ministry and 
fellowship. We are an Open and Affirming 
Church and we invite and welcome every- 
one - seekers, believers, and wonderers 
alike, on their journey of faith, to join in 
10 a.m. Zoom Sunday worship. We are 
also meeting for Friday Zoom Fellowship 
Time and the pastor is always available to 
speak with you. If you do not receive our 
emails and would like to connect with our 
Zoom worship service or fellowship time, 
please contact Pastor Carol at firstchur- 
chofhuntington @ gmail.com to receive the 
information you will need to participate. 


HALLOWEEN 


place. Residents interested in trick-or- 
treating can leave their lights on and go 
to houses participating if they choose, 
but everyone should be following safety 
guidelines from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Protection. 

“Tm not going to do either. I’m 
not giving out candy and I’m not bring- 
ing my kids out. It’d be like cancelling 
Christmas. I don’t think the town has 
that much power to say everything’s off,’ 
Chairman Ed Renauld said. “I under- 
Stand there’s concerns about Halloween, 
but parents need to make the best deci- 
sion for their families. If you’re willing 
to hand out candy... be as safe as you 
can doing it, but it’s not a town thing.” 

It was pointed out during the meet- 
ing turnout should be lower than usual, 
as the downtown area has seen a decline 
of trick or treaters over the past five 
to 10 years and COVID-19 concerns 
will drop the number even lower. The 
Selectboard was also concerned about 
whether it is hypocritical to sponsor a 
public Halloween event after all the other 
event and activities they’ve restricted 
since March as part of COVID-19 pre- 
cautionary measures. 

“We’re at the point now, I could 
go either way,’ Selectman Roger Booth 
said. “My opinion is [ think it is some- 
what hypocritical if we allow it. I have 
no problem saying, ‘no its not going to 
happen.’”’ 

“T think we should be fair in how we 
approach all these issues that have been 
coming up,” added Renauld. “I realize 
that the Governor is opening things up, 
but it’s still, look at us, we’re all sitting 
here with masks. It’s not gone. The num- 
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NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 


This week’s reading from 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12, invites us to won- 
der about the legacies we leave and what 
is it that out lasts us. We are reminded 
what we do truly matters and shapes a 
future we may never See. 

We wish everyone God’s peace. Our 
prayers for health and wellbeing are with 
you and all the world during this time 
of pandemic. Please use the phone num- 
bers and email address provided to stay 
in touch or to contact the pastor. You are 
also invited to find us on Facebook at 
“Norwich Hill” for updates, information 
and spiritual encouragement. For more 
information, please contact 413-667-3935 
or 860-798-7771 or firstchurchofhunting- 
ton @ gmail.com. 
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bers have been on the rise consistently.” 

In its Facebook announcement on 
Oct. 15, the town passed along recom- 
mendations from the state and CDC 
to mitigate the risks of transmitting 
COVID-19 for those partaking in their 
own Halloween activities. 

People are encouraged to cele- 
brate outside, rather than hold an indoor 
event, place candy on a platter instead 
of a bowl, and place treats outside of 
the home for a_ socially distant “grab- 
and-go” experience to limit contact with 
other trick-or-treaters. People should 
carry hand sanitizer and, for those leav- 
ing out candy, leaving hand sanitizer 
with the candy for trick-or-treaters to use. 

Everyone should be wearing a face 
mask and the state emphasized a cos- 
tume mask is not a substitute for face 
mask or covering. Wear a mask under- 
neath or instead of a costume mask. 
Keep six feet apart and refrain from 
touching your face until hands have 
been thoroughly washed and sanitized. 
Anyone feeling unwell, tested positive 
for COVID-19, or has been exposed to 
someone who has COVID-19 should 
stay home. 

Another alternative are virtu- 
al events — costume parties, pumpkin 
carving contests, scary movie night, and 
other Halloween activities can be hosted 
over Zoom or another video call program 
in lieu of gathering physically. 

For more information, visit 
www.mass.gov/news/hallow- 
een-during-COVID-19. 

For more information, visit 
www.mass.gov/news/hallow- 
een-during-COVID-19. 


THE STAND WILL 
CLOSE FOR THE SEASON 

AT THE END OF THE DAY, 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25. 


Please plan accordingly. 


THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING LOCAL AGRICULTURE. 
We appreciate your patronage! 
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FEEDING HILis, Mass. @ See you in the Spring! 
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Last week for early voting before Nov. 3 


WESTHAMPTON — Early voting 
continues for residents through next 
Friday, Oct. 30, at the Town Hall. 

Hours will be on Saturday, Oct. 
24, 2-6 p.m.; Sunday, Oct. 25, 8-10 
a.m.; Tuesday, Oct. 27, 3-7 p.m.; 
Wednesday, Oct. 28, 3-5 p.m., and 
Friday, Oct. 30, 3-5 p.m. 

Applications to vote by mail must 
be received by Oct. 28. Ballots for 
voting by mail must be sealed in the 
provided tan envelope. The envelope 
must be signed by the voter along with 
printed name and address. Voters are 
required to return their ballots in the 
white pre-addressed, postage paid enve- 
lope provided with the ballot or in per- 
son, or into a designated official ballot 
drop box. 

An official secure ballot drop box 


for ballots of the Town of Westhampton 
is located at the base of the stairs to the 
Town Hall. Be sure to insert ballot fully 
and check that it dropped into the box. 
The Tax Collector payment lock box in 
front of the town hall is not an official 
designated drop box for the deposit of 
ballots. Ballots dropped in there or any 
location other than the official ballot 
drop box or in person are done so at 
voters’ risk. 

Once an early or absentee vote by 
mail ballot is marked as returned and 
accepted in the Voter Registry System, 
that voter cannot request another ballot 
or change their vote. 

For more information, visit the 
town website, westhampton-ma.com, 
or contact the Town Clerk at clerk @ 
westhampton.org or 413-203-3080. 


Fireworks display launches Saturday night 


WESTHAMPTON — The Fire 
Department announced there will 
be a permitted fireworks display in 
Westhampton on Saturday, Oct. 24, 
beginning around 7 p.m. This will go 
through 8 p.m. when the permit ends. 
No ground displays are permitted. 


Viewers are asked to remain in 
their vehicles and follow state orders 
for gatherings. As this display is atyp- 
ical for fireworks around this time of 
year, this is passed along in case peo- 
ple become concerned due to the noise 
from this event. 


RUSSELL 





Trick-or-treating hours set for Halloween 


RUSSELL — The town will still 
be having the annual trick-or-treating 
this year. Hours are from 5 to 8 p.m. 
This is not a Town run event and 1s 
completely at the discretion of the par- 
ticipants. Residents who wish to par- 
ticipate are asked to leave their out- 
side lights on. To ensure everyone can 
have a safe and fun time, please follow 
the recommended CDC Guidelines for 
trick-or-treating safely. Remember to 
wear masks and to social distance. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
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There will be no town run events 
held for Halloween this year. 
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GUEST COLUMNIST 





Looking back at 
history in October 


By John Grimaldi 


exas was in the mid- 
dle of its war for 
independence from 


Mexico—and-in alarming need of protection 
for its spread-out settlers from the outlaws 
roaming its endless frontier. Finally, on Oct. 
17, 1835, the government of the new republic 
stationed a police force — the Texas Rangers — 
to “range and guard the frontier between the 
Brazos and Trinity Rivers.” 

At first, the Rangers were ordinary citi- 
zens who supplied their own horses, weapons, 
and had the authority to maintain law and 
order in the republic even after Texas joined 
the Union as the 28th state in 1845. In the 
ensuing years, the Rangers garnered a legend- 
ary reputation for tracking down miscreants 
and, by 1935, they became the official police 
force of the state. The Rangers still wear the 
distinctive silver Cinco Peso badge, today. 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends Mike Cox’s “The Texas Rangers: 
Wearing the Cinco Peso, 1821-1900.” 


HISTORY 
MATTERS 


Erie Canal 

It took more than two years of plowing 
and digging to make the 425-mile Erie Canal 
connect middle America’s Great Lakes to 
the Atlantic Ocean, by way of New York’s 
Hudson River. The prodigious project was 
started in August 1823 and completed—ready 
for commerce--on Oct. 26, 1825. Although it 
was the pet project Gov. DeWitt Clinton, from 
New York, the concept of a waterway with 
such scope was originated by the Founding 
Fathers to unify America’s frontier with the 
original 13 colonies. 

The Erie Canal — or Clinton’s Ditch, 
as it became known — helped provide that 
relationship. As History.com describes it: 
“Settlers poured into western New York, Ohio, 
Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin. Goods 
were transported at one-tenth the previous fee 
in less than half the time. Barges of farm pro- 
duce and raw materials traveled east, as manu- 
factured goods and supplies flowed west.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize rec- 
ommends Peter L. Bernstein’s “Wedding of 
the Waters: The Erie Canal and the Making of 
a Great Nation.” 


Civil rights 

The year 1950 was a breakthrough in the 
Civil Rights Movement; on Oct. 31st, Earl 
Lloyd became the first African American to 
play in the National Basketball Association 
for the Washington Capitols. Two other black 
players were also selected in the draft that 
year: Chuck Cooper was picked up by the 
Boston Celtics, and Nat “Sweetwater” Clifton 
was chosen by the New York Knicks, but 
those teams did not start their seasons until 
November. 

Suddenly, after seven games, the U.S. 
Army drafted Lloyd; by the time he was dis- 
charged, the Capitols were out of business, 
and so he signed with the Syracuse Nationals 
(later the Philadelphia 76ers), and later played 
for the Detroit Pistons. He became their 
scout, assistant coach, and in 1970, Lloyd 
was elevated to head coach-the first African 
American in the league in that position. 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends Fredrick McKissack’s “Black 
Hoops: The History of African Americans in 
Basketball.” 


Corrections policy 


If you notice a factual error in our 
pages, please let us know, so that we can 
set the record straight. Email information 
to countryjournal @turley.com, or call us at 
413-283-8393. 

Corrections will be printed in the same 
section where the error originally occurred. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 








Matt Garlo can make a difference locally 


Westfield is in one of its most important 
crossroads in recent history-with a pandemic 
raging through the state of Massachusetts, 
many questions still left unanswered on 
the safety of the water supply and school 
reopenings, and with thousands of people 
unemployed or just scraping by, there is no 
question that we need new leadership in 
Boston. 

The grandson of a WWII veteran and 
purple heart recipient and the son of a proud 
union worker, Matt Garlo spent his entire 
life working to help everyday people. Born 
and raised in Westfield, Matt Garlo graduat- 
ed near the top of his class in Siena college 
with a degree in sociology, pre-law, and 
political science, and spent years working 
in congressional offices, the New York state 
house, and the John Velis campaign, learn- 
ing the ropes of our complicated legisla- 


tures. After college, he returned to Westfield, 
working in communications, and helping 
educate his nephew. 

Matt is in this race to fight for the aver- 
age worker, union member, and teacher, 
not for the whims of a political party or 
ideology. He’s committed to push for greater 
funding for Westfields’ schools and roads, 
for veterans to get the care they deserve, for 
small businesses to profit and not be over- 
shadowed and crushed by big corporations, 
for greater stimulus for families and busi- 
nesses that were ravaged by the coronavirus 
pandemic and its economic windfalls. Vote 
Matt Garlo for state representative, and you 
will be voting for a man who will fight for 
you and Westfields interests 24/7. 


Brian Forgue 
Chester 


Markey's accomplishments not what they seem 


I am writing in response to Jeanne 
Sargent’s letter (The Country Journal, 
Aug. 6) supporting Ed Markey. Nov. 3 is 
the vote. I am going to address some of 
Markey’s accomplishments or not. 

We are all different and I just want to 
debate a little. Clean energy and healthy 
environment means he is following far left 
liberal progressive Sandy Cortez’s green 
new deal policies. They are not his own. 
We all want clean air and water and to take 
care of our environment. Conservatives 
are routinely accused of wanting to pol- 
lute everything. Why is this the first we 
have heard from him so strongly on these 
issues? Sandy. Secondly, these policies have 
tripled my electric bills because of using 
fossil fuel to generate electricity. This is 
the most expensive part of my bill, paying, 
“my fair share” to generate electricity. It 
is more expensive than my actual electric 
use. For instance, Bill Aug. 17, 2020: cur- 
rent charges for electricity $44.71, Delivery 
(cost of producing the 44.71) $50.10. That 
green new deal will and is now destroying 
middle- and low-income America. 

Health care is a right not a privilege. 
Not when I was young. We just paid the 
bills. Then I got a job with health care ben- 
efits. Done. Now as an elderly person the 
progressives, like Markey, are stripping 
out monies from Medicare for all kinds of 
things including Medicare for all “illegal 
immigrants.” Who is Markey getting paid 
by and working for? 

Jeanne talks about his stand on racial 
and criminal justice. How long has he been 
in office? Decades. He cares just now! 
Spare me Markey. He has not said a word 
about all the burning, looting and mur- 
der happening in our cities. Doesn’t mean 


a thing to him because it is not an issue 
that will bring in votes. Why doesn’t he 
care about the safety of the people he rep- 
resents? People of all colors. “Americans.” 

Gun Safety. What does he mean by 
that? I hear the left talk about that all the 
time. Every legal law-abiding citizen must 
take classes now before getting their per- 
mits. Could you please explain? There 
are many illegal guns on the streets. Have 
we heard a word about the weapons in 
the hands of Antifa or the crime ridden 
Chicago? No. Those are “not” legal guns 
I'll guarantee you. And [ also guarantee 
there is no training when they get them. 
Remember “fast and furious?” 

Taxing. Doesn’t matter who. They say 
the rich, but middle-class America take a 
good look at the taxes on your phone, TV, 
electric, and other utility bills. Then sales 
tax, gas tax, real estate taxes. I am having 
my will drawn up by a lawyer, to keep the 
governments hands off what I might have 
left, and in that will it says “Article [IV — 
Payment of Death Taxes.” They are taxing 
me to “die.” Capital gains tax killed me 
already. It is the rich that can hire people to 
get around these taxes. Capital Gains Tax 
is “not” a rich person’s tax! The lefts man- 
tra — Tax. Tax. Tax. That is Massachusetts 
Sen. Markey. 

Lastly, he cares about marginalized 
people. I thought he was talking about out 
of work Americans, not illegals. Trump 
didn’t cause that crisis; Communist 
President XI and the WHO did. There will 
be two choices on the ballot for that seat. 
Choose wisely. 


Judy Madzunovic 
Westhampton 
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Support Saccomani, Register of Probate 


I have known Rosemary 
Saccomani for several years and 
have enjoyed working with her in the 
Office of Probate. During that time 
Rosemary has demonstrated time and 
again her commitment to that office 
and the people it serves. She brings 
a straightforward and common-sense 
approach along with a strong and 
independent voice, one that focuses 
on results, not change, to ensure that 


the laws and our system of govern- 
ment actually works for the people. 
I have no doubt that Rosemary will 
earn your respect, your trust, and your 
vote, as I have. 

Please, join me in voting for 
Rosemary, our next Register of 
Probate. 


Patricia M. Hebert 
Blandford 


Vote yes to repurpose former school 


We miss 100% of the opportuni- 
ties we don’t take; 6 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 26, in our Town Hall, living room 
of democracy, we will be at the cross- 
road of opportunity. We can invent the 
future we want, by preserving our living 
history and create options for future 
generations, by re-purposing Chester 
Elementary School as library, COA, 
Town Office’s and community space. 
It will be the matching bookend to 
Chester Railway Station and mirror the 
foundation’s success ripples, that will 


continue to widen and sustain the entire 
town. William Ivey Long has provided 
a protectorate of our legacy property 
and now allows opportunity to come 
full circle to provide a second lifetime 
of success for future residents. I hope 
you'll join your fellow townspeople and 
vote for an enlightened future...a bright 
future inside the walls of the historic 
heart of our town. 


Bob Daley 
Chester 





Kudos to letter write for Supreme Court 


The Gateway Student Union for 
Political Action and their spokesperson, 
Parker Atkin, have given a careful and 
well researched account of who will prob- 
ably be our new right-wing justice on the 
Supreme Court (The Country Journal, Aug. 
15). Their letter could be presented in any 
of our country’s leading newspapers, and 


The Country Journal is lucky to print it. 

To the extent that Gateway schools 
have educated these students may cause 
some in our town to regret ever leaving the 
Gateway district. 


Richard Mansfield 
Worthington 


Supporting President Trump on Nov. 3 


I am for Trump, and my reasons are 
valid. In the beginning, I was for Ben 
Carson, a great man. During the debates, 
the mainstream media pushed Trump as 
a candidate, because they saw him as 
an easy win for Clinton. That did not 
happen. He became the most harassed 
President that I can recall. In his tenure 
he won me over promises made, prom- 
ises kept — tax cuts, unemployment 
down to its lowest levels, pulling us out 
of very bad treats, stopping the flow of 
our money going to dictators, and bring- 
ing industry and jobs back to our coun- 
try. Despite all the harassment he did the 
job set before him. 

When they tried to impeach him, 


he was already trying to warn us of an 
impending pandemic, and was not lis- 
tened to. In his State of the Union 
address, he warned again of the pend- 
ing China pandemic. The Speaker of the 
House tore up the speech. With all this 
hate against one who is only doing his 
best for our nation, I don’t get. I am for 
law and order, so is Trump. He has spo- 
ken out about the riots in some of our 
biggest cities. I haven’t heard any on the 
other side speak or condemn the riots. 
Trump has the police backs and supports 
them. 


Ted Cousineau 
Blandford 


Boulder in Knightville has ties to civil war deserter 


By Chad Donovan-Hall 


n a wooded hillside somewhere 

within the Knightville Dam proj- 

ect area sits a large erratic boulder 
that, at first glance, looks like just anoth- 
er normal boulder in the forest. However, 
upon closer inspection it becomes obvi- 
ous that this one is special and tells a 
rather interesting story. Carved into 
the sloping backside of the boulder is 
“W.E. Dugan 5th N.H,”’ which stands for 
William E. Dugan, who was a private in 
the 5th New Hampshire infantry regi- 
ment. 

Dugan was born in 1843 in West 
Medfield, MA. His military records show 
him being a resident of Warwick, Ma 
when he was mustered into service as a 
private on Oct. 23, 1861. The 5th New 
Hampshire Regiment left for Washington 
D.C. on Oct. 29, 1861, just six days after 
William had enlisted. From there they 
went to Maryland and Virginia and had 
the unfortunate distinction of having 
the greatest total loss in battles of any 
infantry or cavalry regiment in the union 
army, with a total of 295 men killed and 
756 wounded. They were involved in 
over 25 battles including the battle of 
Gettysburg and the siege of Yorktown. 
After making it through three years of 
bloody conflicts unharmed, Dugan was 
injured in June 1864, possibly during 
the Gettysburg campaign. He received 
treatment at the McDougall General 
Hospital in Fort Schuyler, NY and is list- 





ed as deserting his regiment while out on 
furlough on July 16, 1864. William made 
his way back to Massachusetts; howev- 
er, he was afraid to go back home and 
be caught. The union army did not take 
kindly to its deserters, sometimes pun- 
ishing them by death. William found his 
way to Huntington, about 50 miles south 
west of his hometown of Warwick, where 
he found refuge in a cave that was sealed 
off many years later when Knightville 
Dam was built. Not far from the cave 
site still remains the boulder where he 
carved his name and regiment which he 
deserted from. On the opposite side of 
the Boulder bears the inscription “1791” 
Which was well before Dugan was born 
and most likely done by a bored farmer 
back in the day. However, it may have 
inspired Dugan to leave a mark on his 
own on the same boulder. 

It is unclear how long he had out in 
Huntington for; he did in fact find his 
way back home after the war and records 
show him being a resident of the town of 
Orange and marrying a Emma King on 
Nov. 4, 1871 in Royalston, MA. 

Dugan may not have been a resident 
of Huntington for very long, but he man- 
aged to leave his mark here and give a 
story to tell for many years to come. 


Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 


{ Send Us Your Photos! 
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ary asked me this question: “I 

bought some fantastic pump- 

kins this year. I can’t wait to 

carve them into Jack O’ Lanterns with 
the kids! Is it possible to save the seeds 
and plant them next year? I’d love to end 
up with the same pumpkin variety again.” 
I am in the same boat, Mary! I love 

the pumpkins my kids chose this year 
and will be attempting to save the seeds 
myself. I think it is definitely worth the 
chance, but first let’s give you a lesson in 
genetics. Pumpkins belong to the genus 


Cucurbita. Cucurbita pepo 








A closeup of the inscription. 


Two timely questions for the Garden Lady 


acorn squash, spaghetti 


; : IN THE 
is the easiest to figure out. squash and summer squashes 
Its members are what you GARDEN do as well, so if the pumpkin 


might think of as a traditional 
pumpkin grown in the north- 
eastern part of the country: 
orange with a woody stem 
and a hard outer skin. Teeny 
‘Jack-Be-Little’ as well as the 
heirloom ‘Connecticut Field’ 
and sweet ‘New England Pie’ 
all belong to the species pepo. 
Unfortunately or not, gourds, 
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farmer grew any other variety 
‘Seq of pepo cross pollination may 
= have occurred and the plants 
you grow next year may not 
be true to type from the seeds 
you save. 

If you’d like to experi- 
ment, let’s assume that the 
pumpkins were the one and 
only inhabitants of pump- 
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kin patch. The actual process of saving 
seeds is very simple. After hollowing 
out your favorite pumpkins, those with 
the attributes you like the best and want 
to pass on to future generations, simply 
wash the seeds quickly in a colander, 
blot on a paper towel and place on a pie 
plate for several days until completely 
dry. Store for the winter in an envelope 
marked with the variety and date in a 
cool, humidity-free spot. In late winter 
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HILLTOWN HISTORY 
Taking Your Secrets to the Grave 


ave you ever come across some 

unusual grave sites located out 

in the woods? There are plenty. 
We’re talking about planned graves not 
crime scenes here. When you stumble 
onto one, you have to wonder why or 
how they came to be singled out and 
memorialized on their own. Why aren’t 
they in a community cemetery? Was 
taking their secret to the grave a last 
request? 


“Do not stand at my grave and weep, 
I am not there, I do not sleep. 
Iam ina thousand winds that blow, 
I am the softly falling snow.” 

— Mary Elizabeth Frye, poet 


Ponder on these samples of irregular 
graves found while out and about hiking 
in the Hilltowns. 

The first grave that has become rath- 
er a hikers roadside attraction is Hiram 
Smith’s tomb in Chester. Hiram was a 
bachelor farmer who lived in Chester 
all his life. Apparently, while attend- 
ing a rainy funeral at the age of five, he 
was traumatized to see the casket being 
placed into a muddy hole. He never 
forgot the episode. He was determined 
to never suffer the same fate. He hired 
skilled craftsmen to make a tomb out of a 
large granite stone, located high on a hill 
on his farm. It took two years to com- 
plete the seven-foot two-inch by four-feet 
five inches opening in the stone. Local 
folks came to watch the proceedings with 
picnic lunches. The stone tomb stood 
empty for four years waiting for Hiram. 
Hiram’s older sister, Isabell Toogood, 
had died one year after the tomb was 
completed. Being the last of the family, 
both brother and sister were buried in 
the tomb together in 1873. It seemed 
that Hiram made it clear, “Issy” was not 
getting into that tomb first. Where do you 
suppose her body waited the 3 years for 
burial? See the Hilltown Hikers website 
to learn the tomb’s location. 

Next, consider the grave of Doctress 
Rhoda Rhoades who died in 1841 at 
the age of 90. Rhoda was the daughter 
of a white father and a Mahican native 
American mother. She and her older 
brother were physicians who treated sick 
people far and wide. They were effective 
at healing people. Rhoda lived in Indian 
Hollow and relied on herbs and plants 
to treat health problems. It was believed 
that she drew on her native American 
wisdom of plants to enact her cures. She 
also made “the Extract,’ which gained 
a good reputation as a cure-all among 
the local population. It was described as 
“herbage of more than 50 plants that she 
boiled down in a big potash kettle to a tar 
like consistency that was measured out 
and then diluted.” 

She sold this concoction and adver- 
tised it in the Massachusetts Spy, a week- 
ly newspaper published in Worcester. 
She grew much of the herbs and flowers 
in her garden and collected the rest from 
the woods. Many of the plants she used 


GARDEN 


you can easily conduct a germination 
test. The easiest way to do it is to sow a 
few seeds in a paper cup filled with soil 
and placed in a warm spot. Record how 
many come up and then plan accordingly 
when you sow your hills come spring- 
time. 

This question came from Jeremy, 
who reads the column in the Palmer 
Journal Register: “Can you give me 
some tips for digging up my cherished 
rosemary plant and overwintering it in 
the house?” 

Perhaps the most cherished of all 
tender herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus 





Submitted photos by Deborah Daniels 


are recognized today for having some 
medicinal qualities. She had patients who 
came from Northampton, Springfield, 
even Hartford to be treated. Some even 
came to live with her while recovering. 

What did she use to dilute her con- 
coction remains a mystery? But success- 
ful and well known she was. Upon her 
death, she was buried in the Knightville 
cemetery. The remains of people in this 
cemetery had to be relocated due to 
the building of the Knightville dam in 
the 1930s. Rhoda was reburied in the 
Huntington Norwich Bridge Cemetery. 
She, who may have preferred a final 
rest in the woods of Indian Hollow, was 
assigned a Christian burial spot in town. 
Seems enough to make a spirit take to 
haunting the earth. 

Homer Crosby had the misfortune 
of being run over by a cart and killed on 
this spot in 1844. His marker sits alone 
midway down a steep hill in Blandford. 
It is seemingly out in the middle of the 
woods with no sign of civilization around 
it. Dropped in the middle of this tragedy, 
we want to know more than the fact that 
he was 18 years old! Was he hit by a 
run-away cart or was he trying to make 
a repair on the cart when it rolled over 
him? Is a marker like this a warning 
to the living to always look uphill and 
expect the unexpected? It remains a mys- 
tery to the hikers that discover it. 

Then there is the lone grave of Laura 
in Chesterfield, wife of Ebenezer Ellis, 
who died in 1843 at 23. What gives, why 
is she alone? She lies in a site that looks 
like it was a small, enclosed cemetery, 
one that should have contained other 
graves. It is located in the woods near an 
abandoned road, haunted by loneliness 
close to Ireland Street. Where are the 
others of her family? Writing in the pub- 
lication “Stone Walls,’ author Priscilla 
Sarafin hints that the gossip was that the 
family disowned Laura. The family then 
moved on to another settlement, and left 
her behind. Sarafin dismissed the idea 
that Laura could have had smallpox, a 
common disease that would have made 


officinalis), the herb of remembrance. 
For many years I brought my plants in 
and out with the seasons, and they got 
amazingly large. I wish you the same 
luck. The key to growing it successful- 
ly indoors is “cool but sunny.” My old 
house affords me many such microcli- 
mates. If you aren’t as fortunate, try for 
a sunny window away from dry heat, in 
other words far from heat vents. 

But first, make sure you give it the 
best possible start by salvaging as much 
of the root ball as possible. This will 
minimize the shock of being potted up. 
Position your shovel along the “drip 





A tree slowly taking over a grave in Chester 
Cemetery. 





Homer Crosby’s marker in Blandford. 


her grave untouchable for relocation due 
to fear of contagion. Also, there would 
have been multiple graves if an epidem- 
ic were prevalent, so this was unlikely. 
Interesting how we untangle mysteries 
of the past, isn’t it? Was it common to 
relocate graves to your new home? How 
ghoulish. 

Lastly, consider the grave of a poet 
buried in S. Hawley cemetery, now part 
of Kenneth Dubuque Memorial State 
Forest. I was shown this grave by Conrad 
Sidway, a true hiking elder statesman. He 
was tickled by the poem on her grave. 
Julia Randall was an accomplished 
poet who had seven volumes of poetry 
published, including having won some 
awards. The epitaph on her grave reads, 
“T am diamonds as dew. I am shapes of 
snow. Wherever the seasons go, I go.” 
Did she wish to have the poet identi- 
ty carved into her gravestone, as it is? 
She was unconventional, having reject- 
ed medical school to become a teacher, 
poet and environmental activist. She was 
divorced and had no children accord- 
ing to her published bio. She was raised 


line” of the plant and dig straight down, 
completely around its circumference. 
After you’ve made your way around, get 
your shovel underneath and lift. Have 
a pot ready- one that is an inch or two 
bigger than the root ball 1s sufficient, and 
will allow for minimal winter growth. 
My container of choice is always plas- 
tic, but glazed pottery is fine too. Steer 
clear of clay; it dries out too quickly. I 
usually put a couple of inches of potting 
soil into the container, set the plant and 
then fill in with more as needed before 
watering well. Oftentimes I leave the 
plants outside until a hard frost threatens, 
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Rhoda Rhoades’ grave at the Norwich 
Bridge Cemetery in Huntington. 


and lived in the Baltimore area predom- 
inantly and her last years were spent in 
Bennington, VT. Her only brother lived 
in the Maryland area and predeceased 
her. She has no traceable connection 
to Hawley, MA. How did she come to 
Hawley for her final rest? Another fasci- 
nating enigma for us. 

Graves aren’t for the dead. They are 
for the living. Only we the living cannot 
always fathom the message! Tread care- 
fully among these graves. Show no dis- 
respect, lest you be enveloped in a clam- 
my mist. Saying a small prayer for their 
eternal rest may help as you look over 
your shoulder for a haunting source to 
reveal itself and just before you scream 
Uncle! Hike with your wits about you 
and a good pair of running shoes. Happy 
Haunting! 


Do you have a memory or historical 
curiosity from the Hilltowns that you’d 
like to share with your neighbors? Send 
your story and photos to countryjour- 
nal@ turley.com. 
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then I bring them in and back out until 
the weather turns decidedly cold. You 
can use this same advice for other tender 
herbs such as French lavender, bay tree 
and scented geraniums. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For the 
last 28 years, she has held the position 
of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question for her? 
Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 
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Town to nost trunk-or-treat Halloween night 


By Shelby Macri 


CHESTER — The town of Chester 
will be holding a Trunk-or-Treat event 
on Saturday, Oct. 31, from 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. at the Emery Street Ball Field. 
Different town officials will be attend- 
ing to set up trunks for those who will 
attend. 

The Library will be offering 
books and candy, while the Recreation 
Committee will be offering candy and 
light jack-o-lanterns that are brought in. 
All cars will be parked in the lower field 
by the pavilion, with volunteers directing 
cars on where to park to decorate their 
vehicles. 

Rec Committee members Jason 
Forgue, Kathy Engwer, and Stephanie 
Bodendorf have been working to put 
together the event this year. They’ve 
had to promote the event on flyers, in 
the Chester Electric Watts Newsletter, 


on Facebook, and coordinate with the 
Board of Selectmen and Board of Health 
to get the proper approvals and ensure 
safety guidelines are being followed. 
“Members of the Recreation 
Committee have been discussing details 
of this event and others we wanted to 
hold in 2020 off and on since the begin- 
ning of the year,” Bodendorf said. 
“Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, all 
other events were cancelled. We have 
been discussing specifically trunk- 
or-treat details since the beginning of 
September to get ready for the event.” 
All cars that are coming to set up 
and decorate their cars, or coming to 
receive treats, will need to follow a few 
guidelines to keep the event as safe as 
possible for everyone. These guidelines 
include all treats must be pre-packaged 
and, if possible, treats are to be put in 
a container and left out for 24 hours 
before being distributed at the trunk- 


or-treat. All treats need to be handed to 
trunk or treaters individually; to limit 
contact as much as possible it’s best to 
not have kids digging in treat bowls. 

Families will trunk-or-treat together 
in a group, as only one family receiving 
treats at one vehicle is allowed. There 
will be volunteers directing families and 
trunk or treaters, the volunteers will say 
when it’s safe to go to the next vehicle. 
The social distancing guideline in place 
need to be followed to families should 
stay six feet or more away from other 
families, along with wearing masks 
during the event. 

Last year was the first trunk-or-treat 
hosted by the Rec Committee. While 
they would’ve liked to hold a haunt- 
ed hayride, haunted walking trail, and 
parade for the kids in costumes, they’re 
looking forward to making the best out 
of the unique cause by the pandemic. 

“When we held our first trunk or 


treat last year in addition to the parade 
and trick or treat it was incredibly fun. 
I heard afterwards people said it was 
the best Halloween in Chester in a long 
time,’ Bodendorf said. “To see all the 
kids in their costumes, and people enjoy- 
ing themselves made me feel good to be 
part of putting the event together. Even 
with COVID-19 cancelling our other 
attractions planned, I still looked for- 
ward to seeing everyone enjoying them- 
selves again this year at trunk-or-treat.” 

Families can bring their craved jack- 
o-lanterns for the recreation committee 
to light, though they ask that families 
come for the hghting between 4 and 5 
p.m. If anyone wants to decorate their 
car for the trunk-or-treat, or wants to 
volunteer to help keep the event run- 
ning smoothly, contact Kathy Engwer 
at kathyeee@ gmail.com or Stephanie 
Bodendorf at sbodendorf01011@ gmail. 
com. 


Hilltown CDC closes lease agreement for library 


By Shelby Macri 


CHESTER The Chester 
Commons includes a multitude of build- 
ing in the center, one of those buildings 
houses the Hamilton Memorial Library. 
Originally the former high school build- 
ing, the town sold the building but made 
a 99-year lease in which anyone who 
purchased the building would have to 
give a lease the Library to remain housed 
there. 

The Hilltown CDC recently bought 
the building that houses the Hamilton 
Memorial Library, and, per the origi- 
nal agreement, they have created a lease 
with the library. Hilltown CDC Housing 
Director Paul Lischetti explained that the 
town of Chester is leasing the Library 
space from the Hilltown CDC so the 
town can keep running the library. The 
building was previously affordable hous- 
ing for seniors and Hilltown CDC plans 
on keeping the building as affordable 
housing. 

The Hilltown CDC wants to work 
in cooperation with the town and didn’t 
want to change the agreement that has 
been going on since the first time the 
building was sold. The Hilltown CDC 
signed the lease and sent it back, con- 


MEETING 


sionally managed unit in town. Article 
3 seeks to implement the same fee for 
short-term rental units located within 
two- or three-family dwellings including 
the operator’s residence. 

Other towns in the areas have been 
adding similar fees to their own bylaws 
as well. The articles must be passed in 
the order they appear on the warrant. 
Town Administrator Kathe Warden said 
it will be good for the town to have these 
on the books. 

“One is to have it on the books defi- 
nitely,’” Warden said. “Wouldn’t it be 
great to have an increase of short-term 
rentals? That means people, are coming 
and visiting our area.” 

Article 4 is a vote to transfer 
$17,201.45 from stabilization to cover 
fiscal 2020 invoices including $9,616 to 
the Water Department Expense Account 
for elementary electric and the rest for 
the following Highway Supplies and 
Repairs: Sherwin Williams $756.79, 
Commercial Truck Tire Center $458.01, 
Tonlino & Sons $1,368.89, Skyline 
Services $1,400.84, and Marcotte Ford 
$3,600.91. 

Article 5 is a vote to trans- 
fer $15,000 from the Town Hall 
Maintenance Fund for part of the costs 
to replace the Town Hall boiler, which is 
more than 20 years old. The remainder 
of the funds will come from Article 6, 


tinuing the shared building. The Hilltown 
CDC is planning to apply for funding 
for repairs to the facade of the building, 
including brick work and other repairs. 
The funds will also be used for repairs on 
the roof and interior upkeep and renova- 
tions to keep the inside up to date. 

Library Treasurer Mary Ann Pease 
said the original lease was for 99 years 
and, when those years are up, they will 
be making another lease for 99 years to 
ensure the Library stays in that build- 
ing. The building has only been sold and 
changed hands three times since origi- 
nally being sold. Pease said the build- 
ing sat empty for a while after the high 
school shut down, before eventually 
being turned into elderly housing. It’s 
unclear if the Hilltown CDC will keep it 
as elderly housing or change it to family 
housing. One thing for sure is the library 
will remain regardless. 

Library Director Angelique Toroni 
spoke about the operations of the library 
during COVID-19. The library is running 
by appointment only, but since the library 
doesn’t have an abundance of people 
coming in, the library lifted the appoint- 
ment only rule and completely opened. 
Currently the library is open to those who 
need to go inside, but there is a limit of 


from page I 


which is a transfer of $30,000 from sta- 
bilization. 

Articles 8 and 9 cover the handling 
of the former Chester Elementary School 
property located at 10 Middlefield Road. 
Article 8 is a vote to accept a deed in 
lieu of foreclosure from William Ivey 
Long, Inc. Article 9 seeks to then trans- 
fer the care, custody, management, and 
control of the property to the Board of 
Selectmen. This would also transfer the 
property from tax possession to gen- 
eral municipal purposes, which would 
remove it from the tax rolls and becomes 
a town owned property. 

“The town then makes the deci- 
sion on what they want to do after. They 
may want to sell it or develop it for this 
or that. This is all legal counsel’s way 
to take care of real property issues,” 
Warden said. 

As for the future use of the property, 
Warden said there have been a variety of 
ideas from a number of people in town, 
but the board will take it one step at a 
time. 

“The Board is one step at a time. 
Let’s see what the people want and then 
we ll go from there,” Warden said. “One 
of the reasons the town would like it 
in its possession is our septic tank sits 
under the parking lot over there and its 
in the deed. No matter who owns the 
building we still need the parking lot.” 


seven people allowed in the library at 
a time. Those seven people include the 
director herself, who’s the only librarian 
working currently. 

“She’s been excellent through this 
whole thing,” Pease said. “We got very 
lucky when we got her, it’s a breath of 
fresh air to have a librarian like her. All 
the trustee’s feel the same way.” 

Though Toroni is the only librarian 
at the library currently, she does have one 
volunteer who comes in to help occasion- 
ally, and as time goes on the library will 
look into more help. The library is cur- 
rently open Sunday through Wednesday, 
for more information people can contact 
the library at 413-354-7808 or visit their 
Facebook Page. 

“People are very grateful that they 
get to come in in person, as they’re able 
to grab their things and go,” Toroni said. 
“People have been very patient during 
the appointment only opening and have 
been even better when we fully opened, 
they’ve been great.” 

For fully opening the lbrary has 
safety glass dividers set up, an air puri- 
fier, along with a section in front to make 
sure people have masks. Masks are pro- 
vided if someone doesn’t have one, and 
gloves are supplied at this space as well. 


The plastic, disposable gloves are 
offered so people can browse titles and 
books while staying safe. This 1s to com- 
bat having to sanitize and disinfect every 
book, as it’s hard to keep track of which 
books are picked up just to be put back 
on the shelf. Books that are checked out 
are quarantined when returned. Toroni set 
up buckets in the hallway to the library 
where people can put their returns, and 
when Toroni gets into the library she 
will collect the books on a Monday or 
Tuesday and quarantine those books to 
the following Monday or Tuesday. She 
quarantines the books for a full week 
before putting them back on the shelves. 

Additionally, the library is still hold- 
ing curbside pickup. There is a table set 
up in the library’s hallway where peo- 
ple’s book orders are bagged and left 
for pickup. Toroni is making sure that 
anyone who needs access to the library 
will have it. She is also participating in 
the town’s trunk-or-treat, where she’ ll 
be offering candy and children’s books. 
There was an excess of books from the 
library book sale that are just sitting in 
the library. Toroni thought that the books 
would be better with kids than sitting in 
the library where they can’t be sold due 
to COVID-19. 


FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 


The First Congregational Church 
of Chester will meet this Sunday for 
worship in the parking lot. Bring 
a lawn chair and you may sit on the 





law or you may sit in your car and 


listen to the service on the radio. The 
Scripture for the week is | Thess. 2:1-8 
and Matt. 22:34-46. Everyone is wel- 
come. We are an Open and Affirming 
Congregation. 


News, photo publication policy 


As a community newspaper our focus has always been local news. 
While we try very hard to run upcoming events as a public service whenever 
space allows, space does not allow us to run an upcoming event repeatedly. 


Our policy is to limit publication of upcoming events to one article in 
advance of the event and, space permitting, a second brief reminder article 


the week prior to an event, and to run those articles in only one section of the 
paper, and not in multiple sections simultaneously. 
All such public service announcements and photos are subject to space 


limitations and deadlines, therefore 


publication cannot be guaranteed. 


Whenever copy for the week exceeds allotted space, news copy will take 
priority, and public service copy is the first area to be cut. We also reserve 
the right to edit for style and space, and are under no obligation to print lists 
of sponsorships, or articles that arrive after deadline, unless time and space 
allows. 

Deadline is Monday at NOON, on holidays it is Friday at 2 p.m. 
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Saturday, Oct. 17, featured a perfect fall day for roaming 
the hills of Huntington looking at a variety of creative 
scarecrow designs residents put together for this year’s 
Huntington Scarecrow Tour organized by the Recreation 
Committee. There were 10 scarecrows registered on the 
Google Maps page for the hunt, with pictures posted on the 


Rec Committee page for each new display people found. 
Submitted photos by Sharon Heath 











Joy Salvini 


Broker Associate 


¢ Woodland Management 


e Chapter 61 / Stewardship Plans 


4 forest produ cts ¢ Careful Timber Harvesting - 
COMPASS . CULTURE 


e Always Buying Logs & Timber 


Growing Beauty and Value in Your Forests Since 1965 


Chester Office:585 Rt.20 Experience pals —_—— Plant, Garden & Landscape 
(413) 351-5277 the JOY MY Stanon Road, Roseel MA Care 
email: Joy.Salvini@comcast.net of Buying or Call today for a free consultation! ‘in QD iy | 


: (413) 862-3340 
Each office independently owned and operated Selling a Home 


STOP BY & T AKE A SHOT! i oie di i Seance (413) 268-6510 « info@florumhorticulture.com 
During OPEN HOUSE Hours 
Closest Shot To The Pin Wins!!! 
$1,000 Cash Prize Plus 





i’ SEPTIC SYSTEMS © GRAVEL & ASPHALT 
“DESIGNED & INSTALLED gage DRIVEWAYS 


10° OFF 


Any Service 
for Essential 
Workers 


=e “P / YALL... 


Wi Nae EXCAVATING @ = 


AND TRUCKING INC. 


—— 413-568-3164 
October 25th ,, 1 -3pm Serving Hampden & Berkshire Counties 


~ Mandatory Masks Required ~ WWW.COOPEREXCAVATINGMA.COM 


SKINNERWOODS DEVELOPMENT Community nSNG 


A unique development with spectacular views located at 


500 Amherst Road, Rt. 116, South Hadley, MA ADVE RTIS 


Call to inquire 413-531-8601 


















www.skinnerwoods.com 
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Trunk or Treat 


October 24th, 5-6:30pm 


PVAG Church Parking Lot 


63 Old Chester Road, Huntington 
INSURANCE : 


Protecting you is our only business. 
Auto 
Home 
Business 


The Huntington Food Pantry 
and Pioneer Valley Assembly of God 
are partnering to provide 
a family-friendly, fun and safe event 


71 King Street for children of all ages! 
Northampton, MA 01060 
413-586-1000 ¢ Fax: 413-585-0401 


www.whaleninsurance.com 


Dress up and drive through for festive goodies! 





USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS PORKLOIN CHOPS 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


New Date & 


New Location USDA INSP. SMOKED 


PORK SHOULDER PICNIC... 


USDA INSP 


Ski & Winter Gear Sale 
Saturday, October 31st 
9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

67 Amity Street, Amherst 


USDA INSP 2 LB BOX 


USDA INSP FROZEN 


g 

Amherst “fW 
Historical Society 

AND Mluseum 


Masks are required. 


USDA INSP STORE MADE TERIYAKI MARINATED 
Costumes encouraged. 














Or ROAST or STUFFED ....s.... 
COUNTRYSTYLE PORK RIBS ... 


ROAST BEEF..........:ssee 


Re race 


KAYEM HOT DOGS.......+2++++: 
_ BABY BACK PORK RIBS......... 
BEEF SKIRT STEAK ssesssssssssssss 
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Get charged up about VOTING! 


Stop in after you vote and get 5 FREE packages of hearing aid batteries 
(size 312, 13 or 675 a $40 value) 


| 


i = 


Offer good now until November 10th, 
5 pkgs per person. 
While supplies last. 


ye tlempsnice 


GET IN ON THE CONVERSATION 


413-586-9572 
243 King St., Suite 105, Northampton 
HampHearing.com 








USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF SIRLOIN 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS 






USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS 






































b CHICKEN BREAST... OW 
ERS BcNeresS \. _USDAINSP, FRESH BONE-IN 
> / BEEF CHUCK \ BONE-IN 
> | ROAST or STEAK | CHICKEN THIGHS ...22,.0 fi 
18 USDA INSP. FROZEN 
zs > USDANSP-< CHICKEN LEG 1/4s, 2:32 ea 
) USDA INSP. STORE MADE DAILY 
per patce ) HAM SALAD winnie fet 
= 7 LB YC Rego! 20,Avocado St. 





Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 







lb 





| _ 
Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 





SALE DATES: 


ID 49/22/20 - 10/28/20 BUY DIRECT FOR ===: SAVINGS « SELECTION » SERVICE 
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Board dissolves Personnel Committee, joins energy program 


By Shelby Macri 


WORTHINGTON — The 
Worthington Selectboard dissolved the 
Personnel Committee and the discussed 
possibilities for joining the Heat Smart 
Program during its meeting on Oct. 13. 
The board met with a representative 
to speak about the program and how it 
could benefit the town. 

The board looked into the need 
for the Personnel Committee that was 
created in 1997; and is not a standing 
town committee with members who 
have staggered three-year terms. Instead 
it’s a committee where all members are 
appointed by the Selectboard on an annu- 
al basis. Though the committee is no 
longer needs this committee and voted to 
dissolve it. 


The town recently complet- 
ed a Compensation Study and Salary 
Schedule with the Collins Center, 
which looks at all appointed employ- 
ees. At the next special town meeting, 
they’re looking to appropriate funds for a 
Compensation Study for elected officials, 
and an employee handbook. This would 
make the Personnel Committee redun- 
dant, so the board decided to dissolve the 
committee. 

The board also looked into the Heat 
Smart Program, which is a community 
based and volunteer-led clean heating 
and cooling initiative to help residents 
improve their home comfort and lower 
their energy bills. Representative Tim 
Walter attended the meeting to explain to 
the board their goal, and to ask the town 
to join. Walter said there would be no 


No indoor Halloween events 


WORTHINGTON — In light 
of the ongoing COVID-19 pandem- 
ic, the rising incidence of cases in 
both Worthington, the state, and the 
nation in general, and the recognition 
of aerosol transmission of the virus, 
the Worthington Board of Health has 
determined that there will be no indoor 
events at the Town Hall to celebrate 
Halloween. 

The Recreation Committee is con- 
sidering having a short parade during 
the day on Saturday, Oct. 31, details to 
come closer to the event. 


The town also suggests that any 


door-to-door trick or treating be lim- 
ited, and families find alternative and 
creative ways of celebrating Halloween 
in small groups. Loose candy in bowls 
is not allowed; it’s suggested participat- 
ing families make up individual bags 
for each trick or treater. 

In all cases masks should be worn 
by both trick-or-treaters, any accompa- 
nying adults, and the people welcoming 
them; hand sanitizer should be used 
between visits; face to face close con- 
tact should be brief. 


BEAUTY IN BECKET 
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The Becket Quarry features views of lovely leaf colors. 
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The views along Route 20 are ripe with color this autumn. 





financial cost to the town and would only 
require volunteer time. 

Walter confirmed the type of 
solar panels they’d use for homeown- 
ers, as they will be splits that are com- 
mon on homes using solar energy. 
Selectboard Chairman Charley Rose said 
he has three splits on his home. While 
Rose spoke to the generous low interest 
loans and rebates he got, he also spoke 
that he struggles with heat occasionally. 
Additionally, the other towns joining this 
initiative are larger, the board wondered 
how this program could help their small 
town. 

Walter said there can be a large pay 
back to homeowners who go solar, and 
the benefits of clean energy are also to be 
considered. This Heat Smart Newton is a 
part of the Heat Smart Mass program, a 


program supported by the Massachusetts 
Clean Energy Center along with the 
Massachusetts Department of Energy 
Resources. The biggest reason to switch 
is to conserve energy and stay com- 
fortable while reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

The board said they want to have an 
in-person meeting to discuss a plan and 
to speak to contractors in order to make 
this program a reality. Walters also men- 
tioned the program wants support from 
more hilltowns, and hopes to have more 
towns join the program before install- 
ing it. As there is no financial cost to 
the town, the board agreed to join the 
program. They felt they aren’t joining 
something they can’t back out of later. 
The motion to join the initiative was 
approved. 


Marijuana bylaw amendment hearing 


WORTHINGTON — The 
Worthington Planning Board will hold a 
public hearing for a proposed Medical/ 
Adult Marijuana Bylaw Amendment to 
the Zoning Bylaws on Friday, Oct. 30, at 
6 p.m. 

The Planning Board will also 
hold a public hearing for a proposed 


Reorganization of the Zoning Bylaws on 
Friday, Nov.13, at 6 p.m. 

Remote public access is available 
via phone, computer, tablet, or smart- 
phone for both hearings. Call-in numbers 
and online meeting access details are 
available on the town website, worthing- 
ton-ma.us. 


MIDDLEFIELD 





Final voting registration day Saturday 


MIDDLEFIELD — The final day 
for town voters to register before the 
Nov. 3 election is Saturday, Oct. 24. The 
Town Clerk will be available to register 
voters between 2-4 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. 


This is also the final week for early 
voting. Voters can visit the polls on Oct. 
24 and Sunday, Oct. 25, from 10 a.m. to 
noon; Monday, Oct. 26, 3-6 p.m.; and 
Tuesday, Oct. 27, 1-4 p.m. 


Trick-or-treating approved from 5 to 7 p.m. 


MIDDLEFIELD — The Selectboard 
has set the Trick or Treat Halloween hours 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31. 
Residents who want to provide treats to the 
children should have their outside lights on. 

Be safe and practice social distancing 
and wear a mask to protect candy givers 


and the children. 

The Town would also like to remind 
its residents that the current gathering 
restrictions are maximum of 50 guests for 
an outdoor event and 25 for an indoor gath- 
ering. Masks and social distancing regula- 
tions apply to both types of events. 


MIDDLEFIELD SENIOR CENTER 


Lunch is served at the Senior Center, 
169 Skyline Trail, Middlefield, each 
Wednesday at noon. 

A $3 donation is suggested. 
Reservations should be made, and meal 
choice stated, by calling and leaving a 


message at 413-623-9990 the Monday 
before. Pick-up and delivery are available. 

The menu on Wednesday, Oct. 28, is 
chicken sandwich with cream of broccoli 
soup, oven browned potatoes, hamburger 
rolls, and enchanted applesauce. 


BECKET 





septic work closes Athenaeum parking lot 


BECKET — The Becket 
Athenaeum/Arts Center is undergoing 
septic work which has closed the parking 
lot as of Oct. 21. The side lawn is also 
closed for the work, which is expected to 
take two weeks. 

To return items to the exterior drop 
box or pickup curbside orders, patrons 
may park at the church, cross Route 8, 
and walk up the driveway with extra cau- 
tion or drive into the driveway on Route 
8 and turn around at the top of the park- 
ing lot to exit out the same way. Please 
be conscientious of our neighbors and 
other patrons by not blocking the drive- 
way. 
The Athenaeum will continue 
accepting appointments to come inside 


the building for browsing and comput- 
er use. Patrons must be comfortable 
parking by the church, crossing Route 
8, and entering and exiting through the 
door adjacent to Route 8. This requires 
5 steps. 

It is uncertain if there will be space 
in the upper portion of the parking lot for 
a person to sit in their parked car while 
accessing the internet. If there is not, 
internet should still be accessible when 
parking by the church or from the picnic 
table on our front lawn. Additionally, the 
Becket Town Hall has high-speed Wi-Fi 
available from its parking lot. 

The Athenaeum apologizes for any 
inconvenience and thanks everyone for 
their understanding during this time. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 
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Early voting smooth first weekend 


BLANDFORD — Town Clerk 
Doris Jemiolo said that the first week- 
end of early voting went smoothly. 
There were 36 registered voters on 
Saturday, Oct. 17 and another 18 on 
Sunday, Oct. 18. 

Jemiolo said that several people 
came to vote in person even though they 
had requested a ballot by mail. 

“You can vote in person as long as 
the town has not received and processed 
your requested ballot,” she said. 

If anyone were to mail in the orig- 


inal ballot, on checking with records, it 
would be rejected because of the in-per- 
son documentation. 

Early voting in person in Blandford 
continues this Saturday, Oct. 24, from 
10 a.m. to noon and Sunday, Oct. 25, 
from 3 to 5 p.m. 

Early voting hours will also be 
available on Monday, Oct. 26, and 
Thursday, Oct. 29, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

The last day to register to vote is 
Saturday, Oct 24, from 2 to 4 p.m. and 7 
to 9 p.m. at the town offices. 


Broadband info session signups now open 


BLANDFORD — “Good News,” 
said Municipal Light Board Chairman 
Peter Langmore. It is now possible to 
now sign up for high-speed internet ser- 
vice. The MLP is “gathering interest” at 
this time, no cost involved until equip- 
ment is installed. 

The link to sign up 1s www.whipci- 
tyfiber.com/blandford. 

There will be two information ses- 
sions on Broadband coming up Nov. 7. 
This is the link, and people are encour- 


“i ¥ 


aged to sign up because seating is lim- 
ited due to COVID-19 restrictions. One 
session is from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 
again from noon to 1:30 p.m. Both ses- 
sions will be recorded and available on 
the town’s YouTube channel. 

This link to sign up is www. 
eventbrite.com/e/blandford-broad- 
band-marketing-event-nov-7th-tick- 
ets- 123739733875. 

For more information, contact 
Langmore at 413-505-9086. 


“Submissions are always welcome. 
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cruiser is in the state being readied. He is 
planning a test run in Blandford. “Things 
have been going very well,” he said. 

Reviewing finances, “As we move 
forward we have an opportunity to have a 
few more officers,” he said. 

Chief [nicky also said that the 
department is “on budget so far.” 

Regarding his resignation, Chief 
IInicky presented a proposed job descrip- 
tion which is comprehensive in reference 
to minimum requirements, making some 
“preferred” rather than “required” to give 
more latitude to the search committee. 
He included in the description communi- 
ty policing, which he felt 1s often omitted 
from other descriptions. Also covered 
were “inter-personal skills,’ which he 
regards as important. 

He proposed, at this point, “this 
position has become more of a full-time 
position rather than part time,’ According 
to Chief IInicky, it would be easy to 
require a full-time position and this is 
his recommendation. “This budget cur- 
rently will support” a full time position, 
but does not include medical benefits. 
Blandford pays half of the budget which 
is administered by Chester. 

The creation of a fulltime Chief of 
Police will provide an opportunity for a 
pool of more qualified of applicants. 

John Baldasaro of the Chester Select 
Board said he didn’t think there was 
“another option than to have a full-time 
police chief.” 

Blandford’s Chair Cara Letendre 
said she is” on board with a full-time 
chief.” 

Both boards respectively and sep- 
arately voted to approve the expanded 
full-time position. 

Town Administrator Joshua A. 
Garcia addressed strategy for the search 
process. There will be a review group 
which would include fire chiefs, the 
Chester Finance Committee, and others. 
This group, according to Garcia, would 
do the initial screening and present three 
finalists to the select boards to make the 
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selection. 

The possibility of headhunt- 
ers was also discussed, but the fees 
are high. According to Chester Town 
Administrator Kathe Warden, it could be 
as high as $14,000. 

The group decided to forward in 
house, and then if necessary, outsource 
the project. 

Garcia reiterated that the whole idea 
here is to position the towns so that there 
will be a better pool of qualified candi- 
dates. 

Letendre moved to new business 
and brought Municipal Light Plant Chair 
Peter Langmore to the table to discuss an 
additional expense for getting Broadband 
to Hiram Blair Road. According to 
Langmore, Hiram Blair road was “never 
included in the design,” but there are 
two residences on the road, one of which 
is, according to Langmore, a part-time 
residence. The added cost to get cable 
down the road would be about $50,000 to 
$60,000 and there is the question of who 
will cover the cost; does the town add to 
its borrowing to do so. The added cost 
will not be covered by the state, accord- 
ing to Langmore. Apparently only one 
house has expressed interest, according 
to Letendre. 

Select board member Thomas 
Ackley asked about “simply running a 
wire,’ and Langmore said the poles were 
perhaps too old. He suggested finding 
out what is age and condition the poles. 

“T was elected to serve all the peo- 
ple, not just the ones we choose,” said 
Ackley. 

Hiram Blair Road was compared 
to Haight Road, which is part of the 
Broadband plan, and there are three res- 
idences on that road, one of which is 
inhabited very infrequently. 

Letendre suggested finding a revised 
cost and how the cost would be financed. 

Langmore also reminded the board 
that there is one house on Miller Swamp 
Road as well, but there will be no service 
there either. 








Letendre said, “We should revisit 
this when we have a better cost estimate 
and in the meantime think of some cre- 
ative ways to fund this.” 

Langmore noted the two informa- 
tion sessions set for Nov. 7. People must 
register to attend the meeting because of 
limited safe seating. 

Signing up to have the internet 
access must be done online through 
Whip City Fiber. 

According to Langmore, there are 
already 156 households signed up, and 
537 is the goal. There is no charge at this 
time, but the subscription for internet is 
$85 a month with a one-time connection 
charge of $99. 

The more households that sign up, 
the more funding the town will receive 
from the state. 

“Sign up now, I’d love to see that 
number jump,’ said Langmore. 

The board approved a request from 
Fire Chief Dave Mottor for the purchase 
of a duplexer, repeater and the cost of 
a broadcast license for the town for 
$4,000. Ackley said that this is “a needed 
tool.” 

The board also signed letters of noti- 
fication to move the town’s 911 calls 
from Berkshire to Northampton Control. 
Right now, calls go to Berkshire, but 
they do not dispatch police, the calls 
are referred to the Russell Barracks. By 
using Northampton Control the process 
for emergencies will be made more effi- 
cient. Letters went to the Mass. State 
Police, Berkshire County Sheriff and the 
state’s 911 Department informing them 
of the town’s intent to switch service. 

The board voted to support the trans- 
fer of $1,500 from reserve to the library 
for professional development. 

Letendre said this also goes into 
what the board discussed earlier with 
the police chief, once you start to show 
what’s happening with the library, cre- 
ating community involvement leads to 
selectboard and community support. 

“There is just so much happening 
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at the library, I can’t say enough about 
that,” said Letendre. 

She spoke about the robots available 
for patrons to learn to code, novel writ- 
ing, calligraphy classes; there’s always 
something...’’ She added, “I support [the 
library] 100 percent.” 

The board also approved procuring 
a project manager for the construction of 
a new highway garage. The cost would 
be approximately three percent of the 
project cost and according to Garcia, the 
project would be in the neighborhood of 
$1 million. 

“Tf we’re going to invest this much 
into this project, it would make sense to 
have someone oversee it,” said Letendre. 

Highway Department 
Superintendent Rene Senecal joined the 
meeting virtually and told the board that 
his department is “in better shape than 
ever” with equipment and material for 
the winter. Senecal expressed his appre- 
ciation for all the effort expended by 
Garcia, “Thank you very much to Josh,” 
he said. “We have a very good probabili- 
ty of a grant for North Blandford Road,” 
he added. 

In other business, the board voted to 
appoint John van Heynigen of Chester as 
the Assistant Electrical Inspector. 

The board postponed any action on 
the town’s proposed Personnel Policy 
and Procedures manual. The manual was 
sent to all boards, committees, commis- 
sions, and elected officials for final com- 
ment Oct. 14. 

The departmental expenditure bud- 
gets were reviewed without comment. 

The next meeting will include town 
priorities as assembled by Garcia to help 
with the budgeting process. 

Letendre asked that this segment be 
recorded separately. 

David Hopson, Gateway Regional 
School Superintendent asked for a memo 
of understanding that would enable the 
district, in case of an evacuation, parents 
would be able to pick up their children at 
the gym at the town offices. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 
TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Worthington Planning 
Board will hold a pub- 
lic hearing for a proposed 
Reorganization of the Zoning 
Bylaws 

The Hearing will be held 
Friday, November 13, 2020 
at 6 PM. Remote public 
access is available via phone 
or computer. The link to the 
meeting and the proposed 
text of the bylaw can be found 
on the Town website’s com- 
munity calendar — by clicking 
on the date of the meeting. 
A copy of the text of the pro- 
posed bylaw may also be 
obtained by calling the Town 
Clerk at 413 238-5577 ext. 
110. 
10/22, 10/29/2020 


The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
TOWN OF WILLIAMSBURG 
Office of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

A Public Hearing will be 
held at 9:30 AM on Tuesday, 
November 10, 2020 _ to 
consider the following appli- 
cation: The application of 5 
Main Street LLC and Stanley 
Oliver 7, LLC of 5 & 7 Main 
St, Williamsburg, MA for a 
Variance, as required by 
Section 9.0b of the Zoning 
Bylaw of the Town of 
Williamsburg, to convey 882 
SF +/- from 5 Main St to 7 
Main St and to convey 2464 
SF +/- from 7 Main St to 5 
Main St, which will make the 
building at 5 Main St less 
non-conforming as to set- 
back and eliminate a building 
encroachment located at 5 
& 7 Main St., Williamsburg 
identified as Assessors Map 
J, Lots 131, 132 & 133. The 
hearing will be conducted 
by teleconference on the 
ZOOM platform. Copies 
of the application and Log- 
in information can be found 
at www.burgy.org under 
Calendars for November 10, 
2020. 


Charles Dudek, Chairman 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
10/22, 10/29/2020 


Notice of Chester Special 
Permit Granting Authority 
Public Hearing 
Special Permit Review 
for a Proposed Bed and 
Breakfast at 
14 Johnson Hill Road 

The Planning Board of the 
Town of Chester, as the spe- 
cial permit granting authori- 
ty, will hold a public hearing 
to conduct a special permit 
review for a proposed bed 
and breakfast operation. The 
public hearing will be held as 
follows: 

Place: Chester Town Hall 
Auditorium 
Date: Tuesday, 
October 27, 2020 
Time: 6:00 PM 

The special permit review 
is for a proposed bed and 
breakfast operation to be 
developed by Brookside 
Springs LLC, which will be 
located at 14 Johnson Hill 
Road in Chester. 

NOTE: Social distancing 
protocols are in effect- all 
attendees are required to 
wear masks. Remote atten- 
dance will be available via 
Go To Meeting. Contact the 
Chester Town Administrator or 
the town website for details. 
10/15, 10/22/2020 


Town of Blandford 
Conservation Commission 
Legal Notice 

On Monday, September 
28, 6:00pm the Blandford 
Conservation Commission 
will consider a Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) related to Phase 
2 -— 1421 Line Structure 
Replacement Project, 
1421 Line Right-of-Way in 
the Town of Blandford. The 
Request was submitted by 
BSC Group Inc. on behalf 
of Eversource Energy. 
The Commission will make 
its determination in accor- 
dance with the provisions of 
the Wetlands Protection Act, 


M.G.L. c 1381, Sec. 40 (as 
amended). To join the meeting 
call: (701) 802-5305 and then 
enter access code: 629717. 
Plans and additional infor- 
mation are on record in the 
Office of the Conservation 
Commission. Please call 
(413) 848 4279 X202 to make 
arrangements to review Plans. 
Richard Gates, Chair 
Town of Blandford 
Conservation Commission 
10/22/2020 


Legal Notice 
Town of Huntington 
Parking Ban 
It shall be unlawful for 
any vehicle to park between 
the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. on any street in 
the Town from November 
15th to April 15th of each 
year, except parking shall be 
allowed in the parking area 
on Federal Street along 
the river side and the pub- 
lic parking lot on Prospect 
Street — on the side clos- 
est to Prospect Street. The 
Police Department, and in 
the case of obstruction of 
snow removal, the Highway 
Superintendent, shall order 
all vehicles in violation towed 
at the owner’s expense. 
Violators shall pay a fine for 
each violation set in Chapter 
90, Section 20A of the 
Massachusetts General Laws 
to the Parking Clerk. 
Charles Dazelle, Town 
of Huntington Highway 
Superintendent 
PO Box 430, 
7 Mill Street, 
Huntington, MA 01050 
10/22/2020 


NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
TOWN OF WORTHINGTON 
PLANNING BOARD 

The Worthington Planning 
Board will hold a public hear- 
ing for a proposed Medical/ 
Adult Marijuana Bylaw 
Amendment to the Zoning 
Bylaws 

The Hearing will be held 
Friday, October 30, 2020 


at 6 PM. Remote pub- 
lic access is available via 
phone or computer. The link 
to the meeting and the pro- 
posed text of the bylaw can 
be found on the Town web- 
site’s community calendar — 
by clicking on the date of the 
meeting. A copy of the text 
of the proposed bylaw may 
also be obtained by calling 
the Town Clerk at 413 238- 
5577 ext. 110. 

10/15, 10/22/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 
1341 and M.G.L c. 21 §§ 
26-53, notice is given of a 401 
Water Quality Certification 
(WQC) application for 
the 1421 Line Off-ROW 
Access Road and Culvert 
Replacement Project. This 
application has been filed by 
NSTAR Electric Company 
d/b/a Eversource Energy 
(Eversource), 107 Selden 
Street Berlin, CT 06037 for the 
replacement of an existing cul- 
vert at 132 North Blandford 
Road, Blandford, MA. The 
existing dual 6” deteriorating 
metal pipes will be replaced 
with a 24” reinforced concrete 
pipe. The culvert replace- 
ment is necessary as part of 
Eversource’s access road 
improvements, needed to 
allow specialized utility equip- 
ment off-Right-of-Way (ROW) 
access to the 1421 Line ROW, 
to perform essential mainte- 
nance. The culvert crosses 
an intermittent stream classi- 
fied as Outstanding Resource 
Waters under an existing dirt 
path. Additional information 
may be obtained from BSC 
Group, Inc., 655 Winding 
Brook Drive, Glastonbury, 
CT 06033, Attn: Melissa 
Kaplan, Manager of Ecological 
Sciences — CT. 

Written comments on the 
401 WQC must be sent within 
twenty-one (21) days of this 
notice to: 

Department of Environmental 
Protection 
Western Regional Office 
Division of Wetlands and 


Waterways Program 
436 Dwight Street 
Springfield, Massachusetts 
01103 
Any group of ten per- 
sons, any aggrieved person, 
or any governmental body or 
private organization with a 
mandate to protect the envi- 
ronment who submits written 
comments may appeal the 
Department’s Certification. 
Failure to submit written com- 
ments before the end of the 
public comment period may 
result in the waiver of any right 
to an adjudicatory hearing. 
10/22/2020 


Town Of Russell 

2021 Tax Classification 

Hearing 

Legal Notice There will 
be a Tax Classification 
Hearing held at the Board Of 
Selectmen’s Office at Russell 
Town Hall Tuesday, October 
27, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m. 

To discuss the determina- 
tion of the Fiscal Year 2021 
tax rate of the residential, 
commercial, industrial, open 
space, and personal prop- 
erty as set forth in Chapter 
40, Section 56, as amended 
by Chapter 79 Acts of 1982 
and Chapter 79 on the Acts 
of 1983, General Laws of 
Massachusetts. 

The Board of Selectmen 
and Assessors will be present 
to provide relevant data and 
information. All interested per- 
sons may present the views 
at this hearing. 

* This meeting is being 
conducted remotely 
through Zoom: 

Pursuant to the 
Governor’s March 12, 2020 
order suspending certain pro- 
visions of the Open Meeting 
Law, G.L. c. 380A, Sec 18, 
this meeting is being held 
via remote participation to 
the greatest extent possible. 
Every effort is being made 
to ensure that any member 
of the public may access the 
meeting in real time, via tech- 
nological means. 

Time October 27, 2020 


6:00pm Eastern Time (US 
and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://usO2web.zoom. 
us/j/84925727114 
Meeting ID: 849 2572 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,8492572711 
4# US (Chicago) 
+16465588656,, 849257271 
14# US (New York) 
Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 
+1 646 558 8656 US 
(New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US 
(Germantown) 
+1 346 248 7799 US 
(Houston) 
+1 669 900 9128 US (San 
Jose) 
+1 253 215 8782 US 
(Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 849 2572 
7114 
Find your local number: 
https://usO2web.zoom.us/u/ 
keAsJwVeMI 
Town Of Russell 
Board of Selectmen 
10/22/2020 


Public Hearing Notice 

The Westhampton 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public hear- 
ing under the provisions of 
the Wetlands Protection 
Act (M.G.L. Chapter 131 
Section 40) on Wednesday, 
November 4, 2020 at 7:00 
PM at the Westhampton 
Town Hall on the following 
application: 

Kestrel Land Trust seeks 
to restore and protect a por- 
tion of Sodom Brook that is 
subject to high public visita- 
tion via an adjacent trail on 
Kestrel Land Trust proper- 
ty at 113 Southampton Rd, 
Westhampton, MA (Map 27 
Parcel 0005-0000). 

The public is invited to 
attend. Copies of the appli- 
cation and plans are available 
for inspection. 

Brad Morse, Chairperson 
Westhampton Conservation 
Commission 

10/22/2020 
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CREEP RNB OTS ES DIRECTORY 


WHITING 
' ENERGY FUELS 
Heating Oil & Diesel 
whitingenergy.com 


300A KING ST., NORTHAMPTON 
584-3500 


11 CLEVELAND RD., DALTON 
1-800-722-0014 


Dale’s Structural 
& Carpentry 


Home Improvement ¢ Additions ¢ Restorations « Remodeling 


Timber Frame Homes Kitchen & Baths 
Residential Drywall ¢ Paint ¢ Trim Work 
Seasonal Homes & Camps Windows ¢ Doors 

Garage Repairs Decks & Stairs 

Carriage & Colonial Barns _ Interior & Exterior Finishes 


Structural Repairs - Wood - Masonry 
Sagging Floors * Beams * Sill Timbers * Columns ¢ Termite Damage 
Foundation Repairs ¢ Piers & Footings * Chimney Rebuilds 


413-667-3149 


DOWN To EARTH 
Cel WI) Wal tone 


Highly Regarded Professionals: Complete Site Work, 
Septic Development and Repairs. Fully insured. 


413+667+5269 


Paul & Randy LaPointe, Owners Huntington, Mass. 


PROPANE GAS 
PLUMBING e HEATING 


(413) 268-8360 
TOLL FREE 1-800-464-2053 


Family Owned & Operated 
3 Berkshire Trail West (Route 9), RO. Box 102, Goshen, MA 01032 
www.georgepropane.com 


Carol Labonte 
Paul Labonte 


Time to 
e — s CLEAN UP 


Ry: 


Established in 1982 © House Cleaning Plus 


Kirke R. Henshaw, Inc. ; 


Water Well Drilling, Water Pump Sales & Service 


e Tune Ups 
e Installations 
e Oil Tanks 


Oil Burner SYA S 
Huntington, Massachusetts 
Office 413.667.0245 
Cell 473.530.7037 


jeffsoilburnerservice@hotmail.com 
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| Ww WATER SYSTEMS 
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to Increase Flow 


System 
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Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaned 


Wood Floors, Waxed & Buffed 
No Wax Floors, Stripped & Refinished 
Hauling Trash © Appliance Removal ¢ Pressure Washing 
Gutters Cleaned Out © Cleaning Out Cellars & Attics 
P.O. Box 244 Phone: (413) 238-5966 
Worthington, MA 01098 Fax: (413) 238-0459 


Water Pumps ¢ Sewer Pumps 
Water Conditioners 


800-232-4725 ¢ Fax 413-296-4565 
Charles R. Henshaw 
130 Cummington Rd., W. Chesterfield, MA ¢ 413-296-4725 


Paul’s 


Plumbing & Heating 


Donald Washburn 
862-3301 


46 Pitcher Street 
Montgomery, MA 01085 


FEED «+ PET SUPPLIES + CLOTHING *» COAL 
WOOD PELLETS » WILD & CAGED BIRDSEED 

POOL SUPPLIES + MOTOR OILS + FENCING 

LAWN & GARDEN SUPPLIES * FERTILIZER 


GATEWAY FARM & PET 


PoulinGrain” Carhartt'® 


Hard at work since 188 


ARCHITECT 
JEFFREY SCOTT PENN 


77 Worthington Road, Huntington, MA 01050 
Tel. 413w-667-5230 
fax. 413-667-3082 
Email: jspsed @ verizon.net 


Contact 
John Baskin 
to advertise at 
413-695-4901 
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jbaskin@turley.com 
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Mass. License 23299 


59 RUSSELL ROAD, HUNTINGTON, MA 01050 
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Sat. 8am-4pm 
TARA GRENIER e PAUL GRENIER 


new construction, renovation, 
historic preservation 
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3 Al's Tire & Auto Repair 


When it comes to tires we do It all, 
from wheelbarrows to big rigs. 


MOST MAJOR TIRE BRANDS AVAILABLE 


Brakes, Shocks, Struts, Front End Repairs & Alignments 






































CLUES ACROSS 

1. Battered corners: dog-__ 

6. Mater: one’s school 

10. National capital 

14, Frogs and toads order 

15. Bathrooms (French) 

17. Praise 

19. Witch 

20. Consume 

21. Pork and lamb are two 
types 

22, Rocky peak 


Air Conditioning Service 


918 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 


Mike Morin 562-3391 ~ 562-1 704 David Fasser 


23, Women’s undergarments 


24. From end to end 

26. Bed sheets 

29, South Sudanese king 
31. Dislike immensely 
32. Diving seabird 

34, Breathe noisily 

35, Full of roots 

3/. Inside 

38, Small island in a river 
39, Tear into pieces 

40. “CSI” actor George 





41, Make less dense 

43, Derogatory term for a 
country native 

45, Pike and pickerel genus 

46. Important in respiration 
and other biochemical 
reactions (abbr) 

47, Belgian city 

49, “The Joy Luck Club” 
author 

50. Essence of “Aloha” 

53, ouggestions 

5/7. One who overindulges 

98. EXpression 

99, Maize dough 

60. Make into leather 

61. British noblemen 


CLUES DOWN 

1. One of two or more 
people or things 

2. omall, deerlike water 
buffalo 

3. Part of a ladder 


4. Unit of work 

9. Patriotic women 

6. Fragrant essential oi 

7. Aggressive, uncouth man 

8. One thousandth of an 
inch 

9. Brisk and cheerful 
readiness 

10. Serving no practical 
purpose 

11. Prevent from going 
forward 

12. Camera part 

13. Former CIA 

16. Colorless, odorless gas 

18. Long division of time 

22. Atomic #73 

23, Make a bleating sound 

24. The kids love him 


20. Female condition prior to 


menstrual period 
27, Founder of Sikhism 
28, Sudanese swamp 
29. He/she can help with 
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your finances 
30. Part of the human body 
31, Mortar trough 
33, Greek island 
39, Change pagination 
36. Queens hip hop group 
37, Precursor to the EU 
39, A way to go on 
42. Slender marine fish 
43, Georgetown’s mascot 
44 Farm state 
46, Military leader (abbr.) 
47, Russian river 
48, Teams’ best pitchers 
49 In a more positive way 
90. Long French river 
91. Reactive structures in 
Organic chemistry 
92. Distinctive practices 
93, Male gypsy 
04, When you hope to get 
there 
59. Men’s fashion accessory 
96. Journalist Tarbell 
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e Locally Owned & Operated for 50 Years 
<< @g ° Oil Customers - 24 Hour Emergency 


service & Automatic Delivery Available 


~~ e¢ New System Installations - 


Mitsubishi Electric Diamond Dealer 


e Heating Oil Plus - Maximize Energy 


Dollars: Keep system running Clean 


79 Union St., Rear 2, Easthampton, MA 01027 


FUEL E&REATING INC. 


Fueling Generations Since 1966 


THIS WEEK'S HOROSCOPES 


413-527-0194 


Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am - 4:00 pm 


ARIES CANCER LIBRA CAPRICORN 
Mar 21/Apr 20 Jun 22/Jul 22 Sept 23/0ct 23 Dec 22/Jan 20 

Carve out some time Cancer, while you may Libra, if you have been Capricorn, if you have 
to tune into your inner not be able to engage’ trying to be more been quiet in regard 


muse, Aries. It’s time to 
have a little fun and put 
work and household re- 
sponsibilities to the side. 


with a coworker who 


try to figure everything 
out. Take the time you 
need to complete the 
tasks at hand. 


Lite Ey fe 


Ale fel | folelo 


as 
S) 


in all of your wildest 
dreams this week, you 
can give yourself per- 
mission to take a day off 


you to help them with a 


being, Virgo. Lead with 
feelings and_ intuition 
instead. It may not feel 
comfortable just yet, but 
a new perspective may 
help. 
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Here’s How It Works: 
sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 


S 
K 
— 


healthy or get in shape, 
focus on what you’re 
gaining rather than giv- 
ing up. This can make 


now, Scorpio. This is 


mestic life may start to 
tug at your heartstrings. 
If you’re balancing work 
and family, you may re- 
gret not spending more 
time with the kids. 
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to a relationship with 
someone, it’s time to 
let your true feelings 
be heard. It may be un- 


and get started. you more successful in comfortable for a bit, 
TAURUS your endeavors. but it’s necessary. 
Apr 21/May 21 LEO 
Taurus, don’t blow off Jul 23/Aug 23 AQUARIUS 
your obligations, but Are your intuitive sens- SCORPIO Jan 21/Feb 18 
find a way to make work _ es ringing off the hook, Oct 24/Nov 22 Aquarius, money may 
more fun. That may Leo? Trust your gut Romantic vibes arevery is a hot topic in your 
_ happen by teaming up when someone asks _ strong in your life right house lately, particu- 


larly how more is go- 


shares your perspective. situation. It may not be = great if you’re connect- _—ing out than coming in. 
all that it seems right edorseekingarelation- Corral your spending 

GEMINI now. ship. But resist if you’re for awhile as you get 

May 22/Jun 21 currently unavailable. things under control. 

Gemini, if things get VIRGO 

a little confusing over Aug 24/Sept 22 SAGITTARIUS PISCES 

the next couple of days, Give your analytical Nov 23/Dec 21 Feb 19/Mar 20 

don’t feel the need to’ obrainarestforthe time Sagittarius, your do- Pisces, you're never 


one for following the 
pack, so don’t start 
now. Embrace your 
unique sense of self 
and continue to march 
to your own beat. 


Fun By The 
Numbers 


Like puzzles? 
Then you'll love 
sudoku. This 
mind-bending 
puzzle will have 
you hooked from 
the moment you 





iisjefelz|o 
slate 6lEelZ 
A|s|6{elole 
BREE 


3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 





Square off, So 
sharpen your 
pencil and put 
your Sudoku 
savvy to the test! 
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WESTFIELD NATIONALLY ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE FOR ALL MAKES & MODELS 


AUTO PARTS inc 


Now stocking 
Car Quest 
Filters made 
by WIX, 


* Complete Auto Machine Shop Service »* Engine Rebuilding Of All Kinds 
* Authorized Caterpillar Hydraulic Hose Dealer * Hydraulic Hoses uD 
Call “DALE” 8-12 BIRGE AVE., WESTFIELD sae 
Bailing Twine 


Dial 568-8944 o 568-1611 Fax # 568-1554 a Batis 


.—lc Ol 
CARQUEST 
| ll 


AUTO PARTS 
& SUPPLIES 
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Daniel inane Oleksak, 71 


Daniel Anthony Oleksak, 71, passed 
away peacefully on Oct. 12, 2020 at his home 
after a challenging, three-year journey with 
cancer. He was cared for by some of the 
most kind and brilliant professionals in their 
field. He was strong-willed and positive, 
never complaining and never giving up hope 
— an inspiration to his loved ones. Danny 
was known for his strong dedicative work 
ethic, positive attitude, humble persona, and 
fun-loving nature. He was quirky and one of 
a kind. You would rarely see him without his John Deere 
cap or a big smile. He always had a story to tell. Danny 
loved his simple life, and it was hard not to love him. 

Danny was born in Westfield, MA on Dec. 8, 1948 
to the late Andrew T. Jr. and Salamea (Sally) (Bannish) 
Oleksak. Danny grew up in Westfield, alongside his 
family-run business, Oleksak Lumber, founded in 1922. 
The family often spent their summers at their farm in 
Chesterfield, MA. He attended Holy Trinity Elementary 
School and Saint Mary’s High School, both in 
Westfield. He went on to study at Holyoke Community 
College and the University of Massachusetts Amherst, 
earning a Master of Forestry in 1974 while concur- 
rently serving in the Air National Guard. He was a 
licensed forester, timber harvester and land surveyor and 
co-owned the family’s fourth generation lumber busi- 
ness with his brother, Andy. He was actively involved 
in local conservation commissions, the Massachusetts 
Forest Alliance, the Massachusetts Association of Land 
Surveyors and the Massachusetts Farm Bureau. He took 
pride in managing and cultivating the family-owned 
timberlands in order to carry on his predecessors’ leg- 
acy to future generations. He loved being in the woods, 
surrounded by the trees and wildlife—where he found 
peace and calm. He was often known for being accom- 
panied in his truck by one or more of the family dogs on 
his everyday adventures. 

Danny married his wife, Charlcy, in 1974 when 
they settled in Granville to raise their family. They 
became heavily rooted in a caring, selfless, and fun-lov- 
ing community of neighbors and friends. Danny vol- 
unteered his time as a little league coach, worked hard 
to park cars in the center of town during the annual 
Harvest Fair — donating all of the money earned to the 
town. On the fourth of July, his responsibility was that 


Peter S. 


Peter S. Cary, 71, passed away unexpectedly at 
home on Oct. 12, 2020. Born in Cambridge on June 
13, 1949, he was the son of John and Helen (Moog) 
Cary. Peter grew up in Pelham and lived for over 30 
years in Chesterfield. For the past 15 years, he and his 
wife Sally have lived in Millers Falls. Peter worked 
at Whiting Fuel Corp for 50 years and was currently 
a supervisor. While living in Chesterfield, he also 
worked for the Chesterfield Department of Public 
Works. He served for over 20 years on the Chesterfield 
Finance Committee. Peter was a hardworking man and 
enjoyed gardening. 

He will be long remembered as a devoted husband 
of 47 years to Sally (Capen) and a loving father to 
his son, Tim Cary of Easthampton, and his daughter, 
Rebecca Fournier, and his grandson, Logan Fournier 
of Millers Falls. He also leaves behind his sister Anne 
Dannenberg of Huntington, VT, and brother, Steve 





of the “corn man” at the annual BBQ and 
dance on the town green. He will be missed 
dearly by his community. He was a man 
of many skills. He had any tool or piece of 
equipment on hand that was needed and was 
constantly going above and beyond to lend a 
hand to any of his friends, family and neigh- 
bors in need. He served on the town finance 
and conservation committees and commit- 
ted many volunteer hours to the Granville 
Federated Church. He and his wife enjoyed 
many travels around the world — Danny made friends 
wherever he would go. He was fortunate to take a trip 
to Eastern Europe with his daughter, visiting the small 
villages from which his family immigrated. 

Danny leaves his wife of 45 years, Charlcy 
(Stallsmith) Oleksak. He also leaves his son Nathan 
Daniel Oleksak and daughter-in-law Ann C. Nordahl. 
He leaves his daughter Katie Bannish Oleksak and cher- 
ished granddaughter Lily Daniel Oleksak. He took pride 
in being a grandfather—he and his granddaughter could 
not stop smiling whenever they were around one anoth- 
er. He was sweet, sensitive and loving to all of his fam- 
ily. He also leaves his brother, Andrew T. Oleksak III 
and wife Modwyn; his sister Donna Michel and wife Pat 
Sicard; his sister Jo-Ann Orluk and husband Stephen; 
and sister and brother-in law Nan and Gary Pease. 
Danny also leaves behind beloved nieces and neph- 
ews; Jennifer, Sarah, Charlotte, Nick, Andrew & Jessa; 
Rebecca, Mark and Kristen and many great-nieces and 
great-nephews, cousins, aunts and uncles who adored 
him; everybody loved their “Uncle Danny.’ While he 
is no longer here with his family in the present, he will 
forever be in their hearts. 

A graveside service will be held at | p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 2020 in the Silver Street Cemetery 
on Silver Street in Granville. Family and friends are 
requested to practice social distancing and to wear a 
mask. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made in Danny’s name to the Granville Federated 
Church, P.O. Box 246, Granville, MA 01034 or to 
the Mass General Cancer Center at Cooley Dickinson 
Hospital, P.O. Box 329, Northampton, MA 01060. 
Southwick Forastiere Funeral Home, 624 College 
Highway, Southwick, is entrusted with arrangements. 


Cary, 71 


Cary of White River Junction, VT. Peter also leaves 
many nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Visitation (calling hours) will be held Sunday, 
Oct. 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Beers & Story 
Belchertown Funeral Home, 10 Maple St., Route 202. 
Due to current COVID-19 regulations regarding gath- 
erings, please join the service virtually on Monday at 
11:00 a.m. by going to https://client.tribucast.com/ 
tcid/285202580. This link can be accessed for up to 
90 days. Friends and family are welcome to gather at 
Spring Grove Cemetery in Florence, MA, around | 
p.m. for a graveside service. Thank you for observing 
social distance and wearing a mask. 

In leu of flowers, donations may be made to 
Dakin Humane Society, PO Box 6307, Springfield, 
MA QOI1101 or online at www.dakinhumane.org/trib- 
ute-donation.html For details and to sign a guestbook 
online, visit www.beersandstory.com. 
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DEATH NOTICES 





CARY, PETER S. 
Died Oct. 12, 2020 


BELL, LOUANNA A. 
Died Oct. 4, 2020 


OLEKSAK, DANIEL A. 


Died Oct. 12, 2020 
Graveside Service Oct. 24, 1 p.m. 
Silver Street Cemetery, Granville 








County Farm Bureaus to hold virtual annual meeting 


MARLBOROUGH - This year, the 12 counties 
that make up Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation 
met virtually to elect their officers and establish legis- 
lative priorities for 2021 and beyond. Typically, these 
meetings are held in person, during which members 
bring forth their concerns to develop Farm Bureau’s 
policy. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this 
year, most of the counties held their meetings virtually. 

“This grassroots resolution process makes Farm 
Bureau unique and it is critical, we continue this pro- 
cess even this year,” said MFBF president Mark Amato. 
“Legislators respect our organization’s policy as it 
comes from our farmer members who bring up a con- 
cern and provide the staff and board guidance on pol- 
icy. There is no board making decisions for farmers 
behind closed doors. The process all starts with one 
farmer.” During the 12 county Farm Bureau annual 
meetings, farmers bring their concerns forward for 
discussion and approval by other county members. If a 
resolution is adopted at a County Farm Bureau annual 
meeting, it is then forwarded onto the statewide annual 
meeting. The resolution is then discussed and voted 
upon by delegate farmer members. This year’s meeting 


is set to be held Friday, Dec. 4 virtually. This policy 
development process can continue onto the national 
level. If an approved resolution has national implica- 
tions, MFBF will forward it along to American Farm 
Bureau Federation (AFBF) for discussion and approval 
at their annual meeting. This means a farmer member 
can make a difference at the national level. 

“The process all starts at local county Farm Bureau 
annual meetings,” Amato said. “While this year the 
annual meetings look a little different, our counties 
are still determined to host these meetings and let 
the members have their voices heard.” People, who 
are not a member and think this process is the right 
way to address their agriculture concerns, they can 
join Farm Bureau online by visiting: https://www. 
farmbureau.co/online-application/. The Massachusetts 
Farm Bureau Federation is a non-profit organization 
representing nearly 6,000 family members across the 
Commonwealth. MFBF is an advocate for farmers, 
run by farmer members who develop policies through 
its grassroots process. For more information about the 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Federation, people may 
visit www.mfbf.net. 


Country Journal 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IFT SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN - ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENT- KITCH- 


ENS bathrooms, replacement win- 
dows & doors, roofing, siding, decks, 
custom woodworking, drywall. Full 
insured & registered 413-237-2250 
Mark 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


ATTENTION: Did you work at Spal- 
ding in Chicopee, MA? We would like 
to speak with anyone that worked at 
this location between 1950 and 1990. 
Please contact our offices at (212)558- 
5550, 
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Call us toll free 413-283-8393 


BOUSQUET MOUNTAIN _ IN 
PITTSFIELD is looking for general 
laborers. Come learn the ins and outs 
of ski area operations! $15-20/hour. 
Contact info@bousquetmountain.com 


to apply. 


HELP WANTED 


TOWN OF CHESTERFIELD 
Highway Dept. Driver/Laborer. The 
Chesterfield Highway Department is 
seeking applications for the full-time 
position of Driver/Laborer. Interested 
applicants must have a valid MA Driv- 
er’s license (CDL Class B required with 
air brakes endorsement), and have or 
be willing to obtain a 2A Hoister’s Li- 
cense. Must pass a pre-employment 
physical examinations and drug test. 
See the Town’s website for the Job De- 
scription, www.townofchesterfieldma. 
ccom. Please send resume and letter 
of interest by: Thursday, November 
12, 2020 at 1:00pm. Email to town- 
admin @townofchesterfieldma.com or 
mail to: Chesterfield Town Adminis- 
trator, PO Box 299, Chesterfield, MA 
01012 EOE 





LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Ideal for docks, swimming and fishing. 
Holland, MA. $19,000 each or best of- 
fer (508) 868-6157 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call toll free: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
21 $10.00 


Base Price 
$12.00 


Base Price 
$14.00 


Base Price 
$16.00 


Base Price 
$18.00 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Lj Mast 


Amount of charge: 


Base Price 
$10.50 
Base Price 
$12.50 
Base Price 
$14.50 
Base Price 
$16.50 


Base Price 
$18.50 


erCard LI VISA 


_J Discover 


Base Price 
$11.00 
Base Price 
$13.00 
Base Price 
$15.00 


Base Price 
$17.00 


Base Price 
$19.00 





Phone: 


State: 


X per week rate = $ 
Li Check# 
CVV 


LI Cash 
Exp. Date 
Date: 


Zip: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Base Price 
$9.50 
Base Price 
$11.50 
Base Price 
$13.50 
Base Price 
$15.50 
Base Price 
$17.50 


Base Price 
$19.50 


Hilltowns 


Circulation: 11,900 





| 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


_ = 


BLANDFORD 


Buy the Hilltowns ZONE for $9.50 for 20 words 
plus 50¢ for each additional word. 

Add $10 for a second Zone or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES. 


$10.00 















Dy 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 


Quabbin 
_t 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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LET US BE YOUR GUIDE - EXPERIENCE: A DISPENSARY LIKE NO OTHER 2 
— S T4 COTTAGE STREET 
— j IN EASTHAMPTON 
"OPEN DAILY 10AM-8PM 
‘ (413) 327-9393 
» A EAS THAMPTONDISPENSARY.COM 
a (MEAS THAMPTONDISPENSARY 
| Fe 
— 


eummmmmemems #BETTERYOURJOURNEY 
ALL YOU NEED IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 





This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 
may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when 
under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 

Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 


